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ATreatiſe aha the ſpi- 


rituall efpoufing of Chriſt, toa be- 
leeving Soule, wherein the ſubje&i is ful- 
ly handled in the nature of it, inthe ef- 
feRts, priviledges, { _—_ with the 
comforts that ariſe toa beleever from 
this relation, whercin alſo the excellencie 
of Chriſt, and many other ſpiricuall 
truths flowing from the ſubje& 
are by way diſcovered. 
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MANYAYIITTIS 94 


TO 


' The Right Worſhipfull, 


truly Worthy,and very much 
honoured Kni _ and Baro- 
- net, S* Thomas Barrington, and 


® tohis truely vertnous Lady, 
Grace,Mercy,and Peace from 
the Fountaine, 


Right -Worſhi pfull 


ERIE Any are thoſe Rela- 
tiens that Chriſt the 


| Prince of Peace 
> ſands in towards beleevers, 

'  Hea Father, they bis chil- 
dren, hea $ heapheard, they 

p”- A 2 bis 


= : The Epiſtle | 


his (heepe,be an head they his |þ 
members, be a King, they \ © 
' .his Subjefts, hea Lord they pu 
bis Servants, be a general, an 
they his Souldiers, he an huſ- #9 
band, they his ſpouſe, and a= 4 
mong(t all theſe relations,not /! 
one enricheth the beleeving fri 
heart with more heavenly» Vt 
conſolation than this,of being $4 
« husband to his ( þarch, for pit 
by this the beleerver becomes (bei 
'* sffuredof allthings his heart © 
can defere , of (Communion 0t 
With (hrift, of protefiion, Chu 
preſervation , maintenanct, 
ſpiritual and temporall, ye« ore 


\ of heaven it ſelfe Co ihe 7 
Em. 


—_ 
__ 


JO | 


Dedicatory. 


ey his ſpouſes joyntmre: of this moſ 
they | comfortable ſubjeF T harue, 
{they | publiſhed this ſmall treatiſe; 
erall, and the cauſe inforcing mee 
1huſ- to the publication thereof , 
nd a=| 1945 the earneſt requeſt of, 
w5,not ſome Sþeciall and neere 
eving fr tends E Whoſe affe tions 
venly « Vere much mayed with the. 
being | Subje#' handled in the Pul., 
b, for pit: to ſatisfie their deſire. 
omes (being no leſſe tome than-a 
heart command) and for the com- 
union fort and Edificationof- Gods, 
Fion, Charch, 1 have endeavoured 
ance, #0 publiſh the notes ſomewhat 
; yea more fully. handled than in 
iſs, "he Pulpit, hoping that none 
0 e A. 3 »1A. 


l 


The Epiſtle 


will deſþifſe Timothie for 
his Youth, conſidering that 


out of the month of Babes the 


praiſe of God is per fefted. 
Althongh 1 want not ſome 
private refbefts to inforce 
me todedicate this my labour 
wnto your Wor ſhips, as that 


T may give ſome open teſtifi« 


cation of my gvatefull-minde | 
fo you both, for thoſe perſe+ 


all favors received, git 


the chiefeſt reaſon Was be- 


eatiſe this Treatiſe ſeemes to 
be due to you both, who are 


joyned together not on'ly in - 
_ the common bo1ds of Matri- 


mony, bat: as Aquila and 


Pri- } 


i 


Pr 
El 


1/8 


ho 
24, 
fa 


A" 


_ 


Dedicatory. 


Prilgylla, Zacharie and 
Elizabeth married together 
iz the Lord and to the Lord 
Jeſus, as t9 one Hnsband : 
thisxelation to Jeſus Chriſt 
appeares by that highve(þeft 
you. ſhew to the ' ſpokeſmen 


that andfaithfall miniſters of Je- 
ftifis , ſus chriſt, by your Pietie and 
de | Zeals for the honaur of che 
erfas | Lordleſu6, Let Cafar aut 
, gn Pompey contend for ſage 
s be- rity. .in- fading and ay 


cs fo 
are 


y in, 


rk | 


ſing greameſies Let yuur 
Worfhips contend with an 


holy ambition for the abtgi- 
ving and retaining of Gods 


and far, 3.) 4x: humble CC 
4h" 4 


Pri- þ 


quain- 


The Epiſtle | 


amtance and- common 


with his hearvenly h ghneſſe, 


by keeping Faith and a 


pure Conlcience.- 


Let the men of this world, | 
whoſe fole porti001 1541” this | 


life glory that they are crow. 


ned 'Wwith a concurrance" of 
preſent feltcities,” Lit'your. | G, 


je 


Warp or frige oy bopheet 'Þb A of 
ther with a confi wo 
worldly arr er " dj T 
God of heaven hath crouived ſhi 
you with bis. Mercy" and 
Grace in Chriff, andeſteeme 


it yon? chiefeſt Honotir that , ,, 


God bath made you Honou- 


zl 


rable with b the Bercans for | 


your | « 


— — a —_——— —— _——__ 


— —— 


Dedicatory. 


| your love to the truth, with 
Iabez for your Piety and 


Devotion, and that be hath 


made you Noble with Theos 
| philus for your /ove to God, 
| bis People, bis Lawes, bis 


-_ 


Cauſe, which love of truth | 
piety, and devotion, love to- 
Godand bt cauſe, hall give 
alufter to all your ether. 


greatneſs ſie, and (hall be able 


in the day of tryall and ac- 
count,to make\ you ſtand like - 
an unmoveable FRocke with 
triumphing confidence before 
the terrour of the la$. day, 
when all ther worldly greate 


| 26s _ my "6" ſhall 


ſorrinke. 


The Epiltle | 


rinke in the wetting, and al 
ſhall wiſh it ſelfe ſo little it | ſu 
could not be ſeene, in that | be 
Yall call to the Mountains 
tofall uponit and to cover 
it. The great God of hea- 
ven-and earth , repleniſh 
your Noble hearts with a | 
dayly increaſe of hearvenly 
hords of Grace , and trea- 
ſures of ( omforts inthe pra” 
iſe of Holineſſe, and per- 
ſeverance in well going, 
Which may give ou an | 
earneſt of thoſe inzxhan- 
fable treaſures off joy and ? 
bappinefſe, reſerved in 
the bigheft bearotns for , 


d 


OO CR 
—_—_ 


— 


RAY | 7 Dedicatory. 


' and all that lore the Lord Je- 
le it [#4 i fincerity, this ſhall 
that | be the dayly prayer of bim 
nes who humbly deſires to bee 
"ver accounted 


hea- 

niſh Your Worſhips trit- 
th a eſt friend and ſer- 
enly | vant for thegood 
ea- of your Soules : 
Wa” 


BENIAMIN KING. 
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THE 


MARRIAGE 


Hoſea 2: 20. 1 vill betrotb 
thee Wnto me in faithfuls 


PIE He ſweeteſt mr. 
fy , gue conſiſts. 
SW of diſcords. It 
= 1510 with the 

1 = ;Harmonie of 
"Golds Word in general ahd « 


with: 


_ "The Marriage of 


with this Chapter in particu- | 
lar, Inthe formex pyrt to the | 


12,verſe,God ſtands'as itwere 
upon Mount -Z belt pronoun. 


eng bis curſes; tromithe4re, 


verſeto the end,be ſtands as it 
were upon Mount Gerz! 
proclaiming his merges; i Z 
the former as. upon Mount S/- 
za;, thundting in his ] 
ment; ih the )gtfer part ArSip- 
on Mount $100, alluri 


many ſweete and Evar fl 


call promiſes, of: wh 
text 15the ſungmaary, gc ny 
tome of thereſt. 7 wi * roth 
thee unto me in faritfaln le 
The matter included—+ -tins 
text is.this.. [FF 

Thar Hhewds aſpyitgallþe, 


bd 
- 


the Lambe. 


conſider theſe three particu- 
lars. 
Firſtthe precedent of this 
ſpirituali Marriage, 
Secondly, the nature and 
eflence of it, or "the par- 
ticulars wherein it conſiſt- 
cth, 
3. The Conſequents of 
it, | 
The precedent of this ſpi- 
tituall Marriage,which is this, 
that bef.re Chriſt vonchſa- 
fethtoeſpouſe himſelf toany 
ſoule, there muſt be a ſepara- 
tion betwixt that ſoule and 
every beloved finne;'as the 
woman muſt bury her former 
husband © before ſheecan, be 
marryed to 'another ; 10:the 
Soule muft all former 
beloved ſinnes, that it'may be 
betrothed ro" Chrift. - Every 
194 - Chit 


7 


The Marriage of 


Chriſtian before. the a& of 
this ſpirituall betrothing is 
wedded to one finne or a- 
nother:,. which walkes with 
him in theday, ſleepes with 
him in the night, that lyes in 
his boſome,and is as deate to 
him as: bis-wife, but before 
Chriſt eſpouſeth himſelfe 
unto that ſoule, there muſt be 
a bill of divorcement drawne 
betwixt it, and all other dar- 
ling ſinnes, and endeared cer. 
ruptions to: give entertaine- 
ment to Chriſt alone... The 
Harlot could .be content the 
living. childs ſhould be divi. 
ded. 1 King.” 3. 26.. whereas 
the true. mother of; the childe 
kad rather, part with all the 
childe\than to havethe childe 
divided,; The Devill likethe 
Harlot can.becontenttobaye 


SI9” 


( 


tbe Lambe. 


| halfe the heart, becauſe: hee. 
. knowes, if hee hath halfethe* 
' heart,- by this meanes hee' 


ſhall enjoy the whole ; bur' 
Chriſt likethe true mother of 
the Childe, will have all or 


none, though a_broken heart 


be his delight, 'yct' a divided .. 


heart 'is odious unto him, 


hence is it. that Chriſt before 


be vouehſaferh this favouruf 
c ſpouſing himfeQfe-e0? a 

ſoul, tequires there ſhould 
bea divotcement of all fitine 
of eptertainetnent ito 


to = 
himſelfe alofe; rchis'is expres - 


it.1*. Hearken O daughter 
and conſider,” inclize thine eave: 
forget alſo thine owne people, and 
thy Fathers houſe, 80 [7 


ſed bythe 'Rſabnift, F{al. 45. 


all the 
King have pleaſure ini thy beauty, 


fhip 


a - { 
IS 


The Marriage of | 


_ ſhip thou bim ; Our Prophet, 


 Cornel. de 
| Lap. in Hol. 
2,16 Par, in 


eundens locum. 


v. 16, of: this chapter, ſbewes 


the truth of this,that Chriſt - 


in his love will permit no 
corrivall: Thou ſhalt call me 
Iſh: and call me no more Bau- 
li, why not Bal: as, well as 
Iſhi> they ſignifying both 
the ſame thing, ſounding as 
much as wy. Lord, py bysband: 
the renee = Sar Radl 
was the name Of an Ido/lnow, 
God doth: fo abherre that an 
Idoll ſhould . have the 'leaſft 
ICatiIGD. a d COrrivas 


very name. of another_.Jover 
unto hin. So Hoſea 14. 8, 
Ephraim being once eſpouſed 
to: God;cryes out, whathavel 
F8. dee axy more with 1dols + fo 


the - ) 


' 


———_—_ eee 


the Fanbe 


—— 


3 


| the Apoſtle perfwadin ; the 


Romans to put on the Lord 


- Teſus Chriſt, hee bids them 


firſt ro abjure ſurferring and 
drunk etmes chanbering and man- 
ronn?(ſe, and ſo toput on the Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, 

Conſider the. nature and 
effence of this ſpirituall mar- 
riage, and the particulars 
wherein it doth confiſt, which 
arethree, Firſt irs that neere 
and intimate; conjandtion , 
that is betwixt Chriſt and 
every beleeving ſoule, which 
is ſogreat and intimate, that 
Chriſt and abeleeverare ſayd 
tobee one *. Epheſ, 5. 32. they 
two ſhall be one fleſh, this is'a 
great myſtery, but I ſpeake of 
Chrift and bis Church, faith the 
Apoſtle. Now this union is 
Aot ameere notionall and in- 
telle- 


2 


— 


ws. . © Marriage of 


tellecuall union,that conſiſts 
only in the underſtanding,and 
without the underſtanding is 
nothing, nor yet a conjunctt- 
on of affetion onely, as 70- 
nathan and David are ſayd to 
have one ſoule and heart, bur 
| it isa trueand rqgil union; nor 
yet: ſuch a reall union as-ib 
there was an union . of ſyb- 


ance and perſon, for ſoma« 


ny belcevers thereare, ſomany: 
diſtin& perſons there w,c0k 
all diſtin: from-the perſon 
of Chriſt and his God-head,; 
which is incomunicable, but 
this union isa real], myſtical); 
and fpirituall union, cauſed 
two wayes. ER 

Firſt inregard.of Chrig by 
his ſpirit. 

Secondly, in regard of us 
by a: true, vivifica w i, 
ny» 


? 


* 4a > 


the Lenbe, 


ſifying faith. 


-:Firſt on Chrifts part, by his 


Spirit, for as in The members 
of the body they are all di- 
ſtin&t- amongſt chemſelves , 
and doe all differ from the 
head, yet ab una eademgue fore 
m4 informante, from one and 
the ſame ſoule informing the 
head and all the members, all 
they are-made one compoſitum. 
Soit is with Chriſt and be- 
leevers: beleevers are diſtin 
perſons and diftin&t fromthe 
perſon of Chriſt, yet by one 
and the ſame Spirit,abiding in 
Chriſt and beleevers they be- 
come ane, this the Apoftle 
intimares,t Cor. 6.17. He that 
& joyned ro the Lord is one 8p:- 
7:1, ſo Saint Toh» that Diſci- 

le that leaned on Chriſts 
breaſts, and thence ſuckt ma- 
ay 


Pg 


nya ſpiritual truth,makes the 


evidenceof Chriſts abiding 
in beleevers, and of their abt- 
ding in Chriſt, 1 Toh» 3. 24: 
Secondly,this union is cau- 
ſed on beleevers part bythe 
graceof faith,ſo ſaith the Pro- 
phet, / will betroch thee untome 


The Marriage of OY 


_ parffcipationof the Spiritan | 


in faithfulneſſe, ſomewould 


have this word fa:ithfulneſſe re- | 
ferred to God, and fo to note ' 


the truth of Gods promiſe of | 


eſpouſing himtelfe unto his 
Church,burt others better take 


this word faithfulreſſe,to note | 


the grace of juſtifying faith, | 
for I findethe word here uſed | 


in the originall 13% aay to be 


: 
: 


[ 


referred to the ſaving faith of i 


the juſt, Hab.2.4. The juſt ſhal 


live by his owne faith; (o-that | - 
the meaning of the Prophet | to 
in \ 


ven 


the Lambe. 


inthis place isthis : whereas 


; verſe 19, he ſaith in regard of 
God, this eſpouſing 1s in ju- 


ſtice 2nd mercy, fo on belee- 
vers part, it muſt bee in faith 
and obedience; f that it is 
faith which is the applicato- 

inftrument of this great 
benefitof this ſpirituall Mar- 


' riage; for God will-fo eſpouſe 


himſelfe in juſtice and mercy, 

as that the beleever muſt re- 

ceive this grace by faith. 
This ſpirituall betrothing 


| confiſts in that mutuall cove- 


| nant that is made betwixt 


Chriſt and a beleever, in the 
day of their eſpouſalls, Ezet. 


to be | 16,8. I entred into covenaue 
th of ' with thee, faith the Lord, and 
} ſhal | thow becameſt mine, which co- 
that | 'venant is that Chriſt will bee 
phet | tothe ſoule a loving and care- 


an 


full 


112 The Marrjageof 7 


fall husbagd, and che fouls T 
-muſt be to, Chriſt a moriges C 
A 
t 


| rous and an obedient ſpouſe, 
| this mutyall - covenant - the 
.Apoſtle- G expreſleth,, fully, m 
_ Epbeſe., 5.34» 2.5, Hurends lace Of 
_ your mes, is Chriſt loud br m 
. Church, there is the cove th 
on Chriſts part: Waves be fw- hi 
-je# to your haxbands'; s-the or 
th 

? 

th 

Ph 


Chorch' is ſubjeft unto Chriſt, | 
there is the covenant- oththe | p 
' . beleevers part: this covenant 

is expreſſed bythis Prophet, 

verſe laſt: 7 will be your God ans th. 

ye my people, 7. oats 2 
3 It conſifts in that;recipro-| Ch 
2 { ' intereſt- - that-/ "Chriſt an 

El 


aimes in a beleever and a| dil 

\ deleever (in 'Chrift, .Copt, 2.) of 

. 16. My beloved is 24ine, 4nd1\ mi 

. am his: my beloved #s myneghers be! 

is. the belcevers- intereſt in,  C| 
Chriſt 


: 
| 


the Lambe. 


& Chriſt, and 7am bis, there 1s 
Chriſts intereſt ina beleever. 
A beleever doth not by faith 
ſo hy hold on Chriſt as a 
man with his hand layes hold 
ona Pillar or tree, for a man 
may lay hold on a tree, and 
the tree never lay hold on 
himagaine; but helayes hold 
on Chriſt ſoby faith, that by 
the ſameaGt of faith he is ap=- 
| prehended by Chriſt againe: 
| this the Apoſtle intimates, 
' ÞPhilp. 13. 12. I follow _y 
| that I may apprehead that for 
wh:ch alſo I am apprehended af 
Chriſt Teſu: here 1s wand fu 
| and whkaiyIny an apprehen- 
dingand a beingapprehended 
j Of Chriſt, and therefore this 
mutuall apprehending of a 


ethers beleever by Chriſt, and of 


Chriſt by a beleever, is lively 
B expre(- 


The Marria Fe of 


expreſled by the metaphor of 
kiſſing and faluting, Cant, r.2, 


Lethimn kiſſe me with the kiſſes 


of bis lippes, here the Church 
would have Chriſt to Kiſke 
her, Pſal.2.ulr. K:{ſe the Sonne: 
here Chriſt deſires a kifle of 
his Church, in this ſaluting 
and kiſſing, there is a mutuall 
embracing and touching of 


one another, this expreſſcth | 


the manner of the worke of 
faith inapprehending Chriſt, 
for by faith the ſoule ſoem- 
braceth Chriſt that by the 


fame Ad of faith it is embra- : 


ced by Chriſt againe, this is 


that- mutuall intereſt as the. 


beleeving ſoule challengeth 


Chriſt to bets Bridſgroome, 


ſo-it gives Chriſt an intereſt | 
in it ſelfe tobee his fairhfull 


M, 
ta ( 
Loy 
Na 
ont 
derj 
Inte 
but 


and obedient ſpouſe, andthis | hay 
diſtin» | 


— | — 


——_— 


or of 
, lo 2o 


urch 
kiſſe 
0706: 
le of 
uting 
tuall 
o of 
Much 
ke of 
hriſt, 
) EM- 
y the 


the Lambe. 


5 


diſtinguiſherh the falſ ſpouſe 


_ of Chrilt from the true 
kiſſes 


J 


nbra- | 


11S 15 


s the. 


ngeth 


ome, 
tereſt 
chfull 
dthis 
{iſtin- 


| 


' 


| 


ſpouſe : there is never an hy- 
pocriceand nominal Chriſti- 
an, that. hath no more of 
Chriſtianity than the outſide 
andtitle, but he will be ready 
toclaime intereſt in Chriſt, 
crying I hope inmy God,my 


Chriſt, my Jeſus, but the 


queſtion 1s, whether Chriſt 
hath intereſt inhim,if not,his 
claiming of intereſt in Chriſt 
will availe him nothing. 
Mat, 7,22. 23. Hanywill ſay 
ro Chriſt at thelaſt day; Lord, 
Lord, we have Propheſied in thy 
Name, we have in thy Name caſt 
oat Devils, and done many won- 
derfull warkes : here is a faire 
tereſt in Chriſt pretended, 
but Chriſtdiſclaimes them as 
baring no intereſt in them : 

| B 2 I 


— 


_Y 
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Is 


_ efpou 
* areof twokindes, Firſt, ſome 82 
' are mutuall and reciptocall : 
* bztwixt Chriſtandbeleevers,, "© 


1 never knew you depart from me oo: 
Je workers of iniquity. But it 4 
is otherwiſe with the true. 
Chriſtian and ſincere belee-' VE! 
ver: as he 1s able to fay that PT 
Chriſt is his Saviour, Lotd, Cl 
and Brideſgroome, ſo is hez- the 
bleto affirme by the Teſte 21! 
monyof his Conſcience,that 
Chriſt hath intereſt in him as 1c 
his obedient fervant | and; Th 
faithfull ſpouſe, thus we ſee} ©XF 
the particulars, wherein this 
ſpirituall Marriage doth cor-| OF 
iſt, * "1 
This 'ſpirituall Marrizge lah, 
will further appeare, if inthe} Pt 
third place wee conſider the 7 
conſequents ofthis ſpiritnall *ÞE] 

ing. 'The' conſequents, * F 


3ps 
Second) 


\ the-Lambe.' 


0mm Sccondly, ſome are proper 
Bur i and peculiar either to Chriſt, 
e true Or.to his Church and belce- 
belee.' VCrs. 1. the mutuall and reci- 
y that procall conſequents betwixt 
Lord, Chrict  aad . beleevers arc 
5hez. theſe, The firſt is that mutu- 
Teſt» 21! delight and content that 
ce.that Chriſt rakes in his Spouſe, 
him as *0d his Spouſe in Chritt. 
-- and, This the Prophet Jſazaly 
Ve ſee 
n-this 
Þ con-1 


his people ' ſhould 'be called 
Hephzibah,that is, my delight 
| 81nher: and thy land Bes- 
arriage lah,that is, married, and affir« 
inthe meththat asthe Bridſgroome- 
ler the! 1ejoyceth over his Bride, ſa 
ritnall theLord would rejoyce over 
quent) bis people : this delight is ſo 
ſome preatthat Chriſt takes inhis 
Focal Spouſe, that Chriſt affitmes 
vers, bee was raviſhed.in his:heart 


-C fl 
*cONd- | B 3, by. 


exprefſcth; on Gods part. that - 


Is 
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S, 


by his Spouſe, Cazr. 4.9.and! 
acknowledgeth himfelfe- to! 


bee bound /in ber' galleries! 
Cam.7.5. That is tycdin' 
bonds of love towards his: 


Spouſe: and as Chrift de- 
lights thus in his Spoule, 0 
the ſatisfied ſou!e delights 
in Chriſt, and ' that many 
wayes. -Firſt in the contem- 
plation of his perſon, his 
beauty and comelineſſe,Cart, 


| 


| 
| 


5. 10, Ay beloved is white and 


ruddy, the chiefeft of ten thot- 


fand.Secondly,Chriſts Spouſe 


. 
: 


delights in his preſence. Cam:.! 
2.3-1 ſatedern under bis ſhadow 


with great del ght, and has frune 
was ſweete 10" mytafte, SO'D4 
vid makesthis his chiefe de- 
fire, and his onely deſire to 
dwell in the houſe. of God. 
Pſal./27.4.and this be defues 


E 


phat 
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| thathe may behold the beau- 
| ry of the Lord. Thirdly, 
; Chriſts ſpouſe detights in 
| hearing her bridi/groomes 
; voyce. Cant. 2.8. It is the 


woe of my beloved, This 1s the 
Churches acclamation for 
joy at the hearing of Chriſts 
voyce,the word of Grace and 
the Goſpel]. Chriſt gives 
thisas an care-marke to his 
ſheepe ; Ly ſbeepe beare my 
voyce, end follow me, Tohn 10.3. 
4. and the Baptiſt makes this 


| a figne of a friend to the 


Bridſeroome that hee ſtan- 
deth by and rejoyceth great- 
ly becauſe of the Bride\- 
oomes VOyCe. ob 3.29. 
Fourthly, Chriſts Spouſe de- 
lights in his Lawes : Hrs de- 
light (faith David) 3s in the 
Law of God, ſpeaking of: the 
F B "x bleſſed 


Zo 


A 


fs) WY) a& & 


\ 


TWE $57 PiNOy, 
wc ToovZny. 


«Arift. Etine.!, 


8, F» 


bleſſed man. P/2/. 1. 2. Th 
, Lawes ave my del:ght, ny Couns 
fellours, ſweeter than the Honey 
and the Honey combe, dearer 
than thouſands of gold and ſulter, 
Pſal.119-Laſtly a belceyerdes 


The Marriage of | 
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lights in communing with | 
Chriſt and ſpeaking tinto | 


him in prayer: heare what | 


fweete cxpreſſions have pro- 
ceeded from a ſanCtifyed 


ſoule. Lord 1 have loved the 


babitarion of thine houſe: I was + 


glad mhen they ſayd, let us goe to 


the hoaſe of the Lord, which is © 


the houſe of prayer. 

The ſecond conſequent of 
this ſpirituall marriage that 18 
mutual betwixt Chrittand his 
ſponſe,is cohabitation, («)a co 


habitation is neceſſary to the | 


making & conſerving of truc 
friendſhip, much moreto the 


pre- | 


' 


Co — ” 
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preſervation of conjugallaffe- 


| Ron, therefore (*) Ariſtotle 150! Toh 


thinketh nothing to be more »/fi 4 cums 
due to. bee ,pertormed of an @rauran oe 
Eusbandto his. wife, thal.aD \crrouronnc. 
holy. ſociety : this bleſſed ſo* Ginn c.n. 
cictie 15 maintained betwixf 
Chriſt and his ſpouſe,cxpref- 
ſed byChriſt. 7oþn 1 5. 4: As 
bide in me, and I' tn you, and by 
his Diſciple whom he loved. 
17obs 3.ult. He that beepeth bis 
Commandements dwelleth in him, . 
and he inhim, This ſociety 1s 
performed on Chriſts part 
when hee is preſent by his 
ſpirit in the Temple of the 
beleevers heart, confirming, . 
comforting, and refreſhing 
of him by his ſpirit, in the 
aſlurance of his love, fo 
Chriſt told; his Diſciples be 
would' not” leave them Or- 
B 5; phans,, 


phans,but he would come un- 


tothem and be with them to + 


theend of theworld, though 
not inhis perſonall preſence, 
yet by the Comforter His ho- 


ly ſpirit; againe-this mutual} 
O 


ciety 1s performed on the 
ſoules part with Chriſt, 
whilſtthe ſoule with Hem 
and'Noah walkes with God; 


having God: alwayes be- | 
fore its eyes; alwayes aw- | 


ed with an apprehenſion of 
his glorious preſence, con- 


forming it ſelfe to his will in 
all things, often hearing him | 
fpeake 1n his houſe, ofren | 
ſpeakirgunto him by prayer, . | 
often frequenting his Sacra+ | 


ments; often” communing 


with toly meditations, hea» | 
i 


venly ſoliloquies and ejacu- 


Jations, this is the fecond 


CON-- 
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conſequeut.. 
A-third conſequent muru- 75 ww s 
all betwixr Chriſt and a be- my 7 tet 
leever, is a mutuall bearingof > "a 
C ATE. 1:2. Ve 
one anothers burden, («) A Trent 


good husband faith rhe Pht- principe, 
loſopher, undertakes the care 

of things abroad, a good wife 

undergoes the. buiden of 
domelticke-affaires and buit« 

refſes ' tro bee done. within 

doores , and thus hath. the 

wiſe diſpoſer of all things 
appointed mar and wifeth: ir (9 Ceri X 


ſeverall employments agree» tum ad inf- 


lam tranſeunt 


able ro their ſeverall ſc X&s paſcuorum gra- 
tia,fic ſe ordi, 


and diſtin& conditions. SC- nan, ur oners 
59107 ſpeaking of the wife, capitumſuoruna 


f 2 quzgeſtancin 

ſfairhthat ſhe ſhou'd be as te cornibus ſuper 
. nvicem pore 

fleaſan Hind and 10470 Roe, _ ita = pO 
c er1o0r 1uper 

now, as (4) Auguſitie I.OKES, amerjorum cer- 
vice projeta, 

caput collocer, & vicibus id apere dicuntur,ita invicem oners. 

Jaa portar.t23 fretum tranſcunt ad terre ſtabilitate, Aug. 9,94 


the 


— 
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the Hart and Hinde are-ſer- 


viceable, one to another in 


bearing one anothers burden. 
It is ſo with Chriſt and his 
Church, he takes the burden 


oft his Spouſe, and layes it E. 


upon himſelfe, and gives his 
Spouſe a command to take 


upon her his yoke, Mah, 11, 


28. Come unto me all ye that 
are weary and heavie laden, and 
Twill eaſe you, here Chriſt bea- 
xeth the yoke of his ſpouſe, 
V. 29, Take my yoke upon you,. 


here Chriſt enjoyneth his. | 


ſpouſe totake up his yoke as 
he hath borne hers; the yoke 
that Chriſt beareth for his 
fpouſe, is the yoke of ſinne, 
and the burdenof Gods wrath 
under which all the creatures. 
in heaven, and upon carth, 
would have ſunke downe-to- 
have 


trait 
Ov 
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have undergone, therefore 


Chriſt both God and-man 


undertakes to beare it for his 
ſpouſe, and the burden and 
yoke thar Chrift impoſetty 


-on his ſpoaſe to bearets the 


| yoke of obedience, called 


Chriſts yoke,becauſe be him- 
ſelfe hath borne it, he him- 


| fſelfeenjoynes it; (*)and bee 
himſelfe ſupports his ſpouſe >, ill jurate 


in bearing of it, this yoke of 
Chriſt doth his ſpouſe wil- 


| | lingly beare 1n performing 


| wntverſall, cheerefull, ſincere 
| andconftantobedience to all 


Chriſts commands in full 
purpoſe and deiire of the 
hearr, in the earneſt'endca- 
vour of the whole man, 
which Evangelicall obedt- 
ence Chriſt accepts an. ac» 


(8) Is dat qui- , 


mandat, qui jus 


counts as perfe&t obcdtence- 


for- 
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forhis.owne ſake. 
4 The fourth conſequent of 
this ſpirituall marriage of 
. Chriſt, and his | Spouſe, is 
thar mutuall adbzring - and 
cleavmgto one another iti ar- 
T- dencyof (71) affetion-and 


Cf) Quam quz- 
ris aham inter deareſt love. Firft,, for the 


ſponſosneceſſi». 


mem, vel love of-Chriſt to a belcever it 
DTS is tranſcencent, and differing 
| mqar 9" eu from a- Chriſtians Jove- t6 
Chriſt. Firſt in time: ſecond- 
ly in degree: thind y as'a 
eauſe differs from an eitect, 
Firſt in time, Chrifts-love 1s 
the preventing love, and this 
magnifies the love of Chriſt, 
UL) Work #1018 2 chieſc porperty of great 
aragine © v0b- love when it is (8) preventing 
aw x and therefore the Apoſtle 
M2 . Johncalls it love indecde that 
cr ir phe Chriſt loved ws firſt. 


xez. Arif. tl, Secondly, Chriſts love dit- 


2. Rhet. 6-9: fers 


—L 


\ huts 


| 


\ thc 


| 
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fers and-exceedes the love of 


his Spouſe indegreeghe being . 


the fountaine of love,and the 
love of a Chriſtian but a 
fireame flowing from that 
fountaine, hee the Sonne of 


Righteouſnefle. al. 4. 2. 


From whom the- bearres of 
mercies flow dayly upon the 
hearts of his beloved ores; 
their love: being, buta beame 
comming from that ' Sonne, 
therefore. God is ſayd to bee 
love it ſelfe in the abſtra&, in 
recard of the tran!cenden- 
cieof his love ſurpaſſing rhe 
loveof all; Thirdly, Chriſts 
love differs from a Chriftians 
love, as theccauſe differs from 
the etfe& for the love of a 
Chriſtian to Chriſt 1s n0- 
thing but an heaver]y ſparke 
kindled by the fire of Gods 


Spirit: 
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* Spiritandthe fcrvencie of his 
afaion to a Chriſtian : the 
heate that is in the infcriour 
region of the ayre, is nothing 
bur an effe& of the reverne- 
rationof the beames of. the 
Sunre upon the earth, the 
heate of a Chriſtians heart 
that burnes within him, with 
a love and zeale to the Lord: 
FTeſus, is nothing elſe bur a 
refletionof thoſe hgt ſunne 
beames of Chriſts Yecrcies 
ſhed abroad inthe heart of a 
beleever. Our cloathes in the 
morning receive heate firſt 
from our bodies, but being 
heated by our bodies, they 
keepe our bodies warme all 
the day following: A Chri- 
ſtians heart muſt firſk be cloa- 
thedwiththe ſunne of rightes 
oufneſſe, and ſo warmed __ 
TH 
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his beames, being but once 


| throughly warmed, it everat- 


| 


ter glowes within towards 


| Chriſt in love againe: now as 


ww 


Chrift; beares a love to a 
Chriſtian farre exceeding the 
love of the fondeſt Brid(\- 
oO0me to his endcared * 
Spouſe, ſo there is a-retalia- 
tingaffeion in every belee- 
ving ſoule towards Chrift, 
We' may 'as' well imagine 
firewithout a power! to-give 
heate, as to imagine Chriſts 
love beſtowed upon a foule 
without this affeion inthe 
heart, to hom Chriſt 'hath 
made his love knowne by be- 


trothing himſelfe.(Þ) Ariſtotle (s) vo: # 


ſpeaking ofa friend deſcribes 


him to be: ſuch an one that 2,3 


loves and is loved againe: 
And againe in another place 
aftirmes 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


my 
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e true | of 
gr 2s that to bee ae 
bh ads am afhrmes where loveis ( ) M: 
(i) \ -»&. og friendſhip f then love a- | IS 1 
pap eng rocall, i tf W 
+ go 99a BY reclp icnds be mwtua | 
; dagh-=x" l. 2+ n q fricn S 0 k | loy 
8 her mo 4 þ twixe ( ) man | 
oo uch more OCr1 Tt! nd te 
© et i ife. betwixt Chriſt an - 
bien yo and WI _ the very Dame of g 
wie” anhtutry iS SPOU © alls for love, | gri 
erm wee idigroome calls { fa. N 
- euqgnee Br gf obſervation o a | 
»TW 4 —_y t) It ts. the 8 alls | 1 
gr” ( ſometimes God c | EC 
ns and/ Father, » the rame of a l 
7 rm; himſelfe le actions by the | C 
a. 3. , Father, ſo ter. fome- | Ri 
t) Ludoſphy: of: a.. Maſter, an fn 
: Gregorio, Dame e of a Brid(- 
ex Gregorio, *: s bythe nam | th 
ome, RNeall feare in the 
uce oF his children , hee 1 
_ ſelfe by the name t 
calls him Tf I be a Father | 
fa Father. he | tl 
a ani feare? when | p 
where 1S OE homage and 7 
would prod ſervants hee - 
ſervice in his C 


calls himſelfe by the _—_ 
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of a Lord. It 1 bee your 
Maſter and Lord, where 
is me honour and ſervice 2? 
When hce would beget 
love and affetion in them 
tee tiles bimſclfe a Bridf- 
groome, If I bee a. Bridt- 
groome where is my love ? 
Now this love that a Chri- 
ſian oweth and giveth to 
Chriſt as the Spouſe: of 
Chriſt, bath * cv dis 
ſina-properties, whereby it 
is Anied Gow the love 
that worldlings may pretend 
to Chriſt. 

Firſt, it is. ſuch a love 
that watt drive the ſoule 
to ficknefſe in caſe the 
thing loved bee delayed. 
Conticles cap. 1. terſ. 5. 1 
am ſicke of love, faith the 
Church concerning _ 
er 
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her Bridſerome: this {11cke- | 
neſle of -the ſfoule for love | 
is nothing but a fainting | 


and Janguiſhing for de- 
fire of Chriſt, whom the 


ſoule loveth, this the wiſe | 
man exprefſcth, Pro, 13.12, | 


Hope deferred, maker the heart 


fcchke,now the ſoule hoping for | 
thoſe ſoule-tranſporting plex | 
ſuresto bee found in theap- 


prehenfion of Chriſts favour 
and ſenſe of his preſence, and 
yet obtaines not the inward 
apprehenſion of his gracious 
reſidence in the ſoule,. upon 
this the heart begins to faint 
and languiſh, and tobee ficke 
of love : thedefireofa Chri- 
ſtian towards Chriſt is not 
any faint and remiſle defire, 
buta longing deſire,ſucha de- 
fire that ſtretcheth rhe affe- 
ction. 


the Lambe. 


&ion to the higheſt ſtraine, 
and therefore expreſſed in 
Scripture by the metaphors 
of thirſting, gaſping,panting, 
now as experience teacheth 
in ſome cales, longing brings 
danger when the thing lon- 
ged for is not obtained; 
whereas an ordinary dclire 
will not hurt in the deniall of 


the thing deſired:as theeffed&s 


of longing are dangerous 
whenthe thing longed for is 


delayed, as fainting, ſownding, 


 Janguiſhing, it is ſo in ſpirt- 
.tuall, longing for Chriſt, 


the ſoule thiriting for Chriſt, 
and finding him not, falls a 


\ fownding, fainting and 
"ons to a kinde of Spriruall 


ickneſſe for love anddcfire 
of Chrilt, 

This loveis a kinde of do- 
ting 


The. M arriage of Ne 


<a. 


o Cing love that carries the 


ſoule to a ſpirituall diſtraQi- 
on, this we may ſce in Peter, 
who in the transfigration 
was ſotranſported with affe- 


Qion, fo raviſhed with the | 
love of Chriſt, that like a man 


ſpiritually diſtraed he knew 


not what bee fayd, fairh the 
text, arke g. 6. So Saint | 


Paul in his rapture into 
the third heaven, he ſpeakes 
like a man beſides himſetfe 
for the preſent. 2 Corimh, 
12. 2. 3. and 5, I knew 8 
man in Chriſt a1ove foureteene 
yeares agoe, whe:her in the bot) 
IT cant te', or whether out of 
the body I canny tell; God 
knoweth : ſuch' an one caught 

to the third htaven: and I 
knew ſuch a man, whether in the 
body, or out of the body I cannot 


tell, 


| fuper 


—— 
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cell, God knowtth. verſe 5. Of 
ſuch an one will 1 glory, of my 
ſelfe 1 will not glory: here 

' wee ſee the Apoſtle for 

| th. preſent in a bleſſed 

| kinde of. ſpirituall diſtraQi- 

| on in love to Chriſt, and 

| heaven, whereunto hee was 

| caught, 

| This love in the third 
place is a (®) free love (=) amarpro- 
| whereby the belecving ſoule {#20 cate au# 


ipſum, quem a- 
| cleaves unto Chriſt for -a qerit, 
non aliud quid 


himſelfe and thoſe glori- preter iptum. * 
ern. Serm. 7.12 


ous excellencies it ſees In cure. 
| our Saviour Chriſt, this Fibena 
property diſtinguiſbeth 1t 297 mercedem, 


LOS non heredita- * 
from that (* ) meretritious tem, ſed ofcu- 
lum more pla- 
ne caſtiflime 
| qoaln, ac ſacrum ſpirantis amorem, nec *omnino valentiy 
| flammam dilſimulare,quam patitur,oſculetur, inquit,me ofcu- 
| lbooris (ui, quaſi dicar, quid mihi eſt in celo, & a te quid yohii 
| ſuper terram. Bern. «bid. («) Cave anima, ne,quod abfir,me- 
retrixdicaris, fi munera dantis plus quam amantis affeatum 
diligis, Aug. medie, l. 3, &- 4. 


| and 
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calumniatore 
habemus nego- 
| tium, fi quzrit 
fingere quo4 
non eſt, ut in 
Iob. quanto 
magis objicere 
quod eſt? Aug. 
de remp. Serm, 
234. 
(p) Amemus 
| nos Chriftum 
ejutque ſemper 
queramus am- 
plexus, & facile 
videbitur omne 
dificile,brevia 
pntabimus uni- 
verſa que 1-n- 
ga ſunt, & j4- 
culo i[lius yul- 
nerati perhn- 
rarum momen.- 
tadicemus : 
Heus, me qui2 
mereginecia 
wea prolonga- 
ra eſt. Hier. 
feribeus ad Eu» 
ſtochiuay 


andimercenary love inworld: 
lings, that ' follow Chriſt as 


. Chriſt upbraided ſome ofthe] Ch 


ſame' ſtampe for the fiſhes] thr 
and brea.l where .vith hee fed! tha 
them. ſob» 6.2 5. This hired @a 


mniaros lovethe (o) Devils objeed| be: 


againſt os fincerity , Doth| cor 
Tob feare God for nov9bt > but! ant 
Job cleavingto God uponthe| nar, 
dunghtill, and in the lowelt | flan 
condition, proved the Devill| hel] 
intbat puticular as hce was | fier 
from the beginning, to be a | hea 
Wwe.” - "3:1. 7140 | 
The fourth property of a | luge 
Chriſtians love to Chriſt the ries 
Brid{groome of his ſoule is, | tion 
that ic is a ſtrong and peremp- | able 
tory love; it will carry a Chri- | that 
ſtian through all (#) difficul- on 
ties and ſtraights ro Chriſt, | wel 
The love of Rachel carried | ects 
Tacob |- 


1 of a 
& the 
le is, 


g—_——— 


the Lambe.. 


lacoh through 14. yeares of 
hard ſervice; the love: of 
Chriſt will carry a Chriſtian 
through more difficulties 
than Labaxs ſervice had init. 
Cant. 8.6. 7. It is ſayd to 
be as firong- as death, that 


| conquers the | greateſt - gy» 


ant and the mightieſt Mo- 
narch: zeale, that is, love-ins 
flamed is as: inexorable: as 
hell-ir ſelfe, it is ſaydto have 
fiery. coales that; pierce the 
heart, which, fiery cpales-þf 
love all the waters,be it a/der 
luge'and inundatiqn of qailſe- 
ries and calamities, perſecu- 
tions,and temptations.aremot 


emp- | able-ro-quench; Loye: is af 


Chri- 
Acul- 
hriſt, 
arried 


l 


Tacob | 


\ thattrength thar it facilitates 
 thegreateſt difficulties. This 
we 


ce 19 the ordinary bodily 
recreations, many mentake a 


plea; 
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pleaſure in a toyle as 1n hun- | ho. 
ting, running, leaping, ring 
weakling, ieboiinend | Ge 
out of love to theſe recreati- | hat 
ons, much more is the luve | per. 
of Chriſt ableto ſweeten the | off; 
hardeſt duty that Chriſt im- | ſho 
poſeth upon his Spouſe, | frac 
What was it that made the | con 
fiery faggots fo thoſe bleſſed | bee: 
witneſſes of the truth to | Vviſic 
ſeeme as beds of Roſes > but | ning 
love. What made the Diſci- | of ( 
ples to forſake allzbut Chriſt, | ſuff- 
and that love they beare to | cept 
him. What made Pail and | fuch 
S:las ſing in Priſon, and the | of th 
Apoſtles toreturne from the | thoy 
Councill rejoycing that t | wou 
were counted worthy to ſuf-| rance 
fer for Chriſt > but love to| torty 
Chrift. VWhat made the 1&| obta; 
nowned Champion Stephen | Heb, 
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un- | valiant inthe midſtof death > 
i butthe ſight of the Sonne of 
A God, ſtanding at the right 
2ati- | hand-of his father, and I am 
love | perſwaded that if it had beene 
ithe | offered to Stephen that hee 
- im- | ſhould have beene delivered 
zuſe, | fram his preſent paine, upon 
> the | condition he ſhould have 
efſed | beenedeprived of his preſert 
1 to | viſion of Chriſt, by the ope- 
> but | ning of the heavens, the love 
Yiſci- | of Chriſt, would nor have 
rift, | ſuffcred Stephen to have ac- 
re to | cepted of deliverance upon 
and | fuch condition, ſo we reade 
d the | ofthoſe ſtrong ones in faith 
m the | though. weake in ſexe, they 
it they| would not accept of delives 
to ſuf) rance in the middeſt of their 
we to| totturings that they might 
the r&| Obtaine a better reſurreQion. 
Steph Heb,-11. 35. To conclude 
val. C 2 this 


45 The MarFiageof' | _ 
this, Paul being armed with | il 
this-love challengeth all'the | ©2! 
powersand*peefes of hell it | loy 
ſelfe. Rom8.-$5. #0 fhullfe. | FRO 
parare us fromthe love of 'Obrift, | 
ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſſe,"6r I. 
perſecution, or famine,or nakeds 
#eſſe, or perill, or ſword? as'if 
he had-ſayd; ſhallthis orthar, 

. if there be any more putthen | 
all intothe ſcale, and weigh th 
but the love of Chriſt againſt Chr 
them all, arid they ſhall bee| Fae 
found too light to-ſway my Po 
heart from the love of the| | Jy 
Lord Jeſus. | | Wins 

3. The fifth property,the love| MM 1 
of Chriſts Spouſe is a bount-| Chri 
Fall love, this the Apoſtk. ol 

.._ , 1 Cor. 13. 4:/-makesa propet- 

peri eetity of ww+-Chatiry, Ou irs 1 

76,0" 42.  bountifull: (4) bounty is the 


SuSusty) + «ATE. pt : q ky « 
5 IA fruite of love, and 1s pers 
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f'ciſed towards any thing ac- 
I: the | cording to love: if a man 
*\ love his body, nothing, is 
{| thought eoo dainty to teede 
oþjjzg | 1,200 gorgeous tO cloath ir, 
Tz ih ifaman love his pleaſure, no- 
bod. | (Ding is counted too deare 
| to [maintaine.,i6: ſo where 
| there igany trueconjugalatfe- 
ehuay | Aionina Chriſtian heart,that 
heart will . rej: any- thing 
ainſt| that-tends- tothe honour of 
o bes | | Chriſty, it will :dawnewith 
y myl frequent, prayer; humbleiand 
©-the| Syly, confeſhon;..of finne, 
| zealous and Godly.' walking 
clow) with God, ſincere univerſal}, 
1 and conſtant obedience to 
n_- | Crifh, they hit bear _ 
( Parti em re 
one ng of finnes,chat ſoule will 


t it's 
t _ 
che hinke no. teares of repen 


FO ace, no: hearing , reading, = 


ciſed] © C 3 ſing- 


no 


| 


! 
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ſinging, no duties publicke of 
private too much, whereby | 
the honour of Chriſt maybe| 
advanced, ' and its love to! 
Chrilt better expreſſed, Luke 
7. 47. Hoary Magdalen 1s layd, 
to love much, and this ler] 
preat love - was expreſſed to 
Chriſt, by her bounty inws | 
fhing his feete, in anomting | 
his head, in wiping his feete 
with the baires'© her head, 


and 'Chriſt himſelfe accepts | 


of her waſhing,-'\anoint ; 
kiſſing undcatf* othe? wr] 


| aRs of bounty, as Chas 


Rers of her great inivard af- 
fetion. "EIBTAGOD as | 
*'The ſixth property of this| 
loveis that it is mtire, as Mos | 
ſer his ſerpent devoured all 
other ſerpents, becauſe his 
ferpentwas from God, gh | 
| 3 ove 


T— 
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love of God being from 
Godeates and conſumes the 
love of all things beſides, as 


. itis ſayd of Toſcph that there 
| waSnone greater 1n Pharaohs 


Court, and in the land of 


| eXxype than himſelfe, the 
| like may be fayd of Chrift 
| Inabelceving heart, there is 
| none greater than Chriſt, he 
| is the Pilot that governes 


the ſhip, the King that go* 
vernes the whole man, the 


| Maſterand Lord that keepes 


the houſe of a ſancificed 


- | heart, to whom, as King and 
: | Lord, all the powers of the 
| whole man ſubmit, all doe 


homggeall performe reſpeQ, 


; | feare, and love, and if there be 


love beſtowed upon any o- 
ther thing beſides Chriſt, as 
upon our ſelves. and our 
C4 neigh- 
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bours, yetit 1s for Chriſts 
ſake and in ſubordination to | 


him, whom to love _— | 


meaſure, 1s to love withoat 
meaſure, [P 
-  Theſeventh property of a 

Chriſtians . ſoules love to 

Chriſt is, that it is a conſtant | 
love; it is no great 'matter to | 
profeſſe love to Chriſt, when | 
nothing comes-in competi-. 
ctionwith him, but when plea- 
lure, profit, liberty; and. pre- | 
fermeht' comes. {1n the-way | 
thateither a man: muſt for: | 
fake theſe or the profeſſionof | 
his love to Chriſt then forto | 
cleave - unto: Chriſt : proves | 


our loyeto'be conjuga}.The | - 


young man 'an-the'Goſpell | 
mad2 many ſhewes of his 


love/ttoiChrift;ubutriwhen | 


©hriſt bad: hiin goe and el 
(39.2901 IE; a 


7 


| love to Chriſt, 
| TD, it-. came 
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allthat he had, he, went away 


| ſorrowfull, The Rulers ina- 


ny. of, thetm; profeſſed faire 
but yet 
to _ this 
by e that they. which con- 


clled - Chriſt mult. "be. caſt Tobn 12,427 


| out of bY Synagogue, they 
| would rot confefſe him any 


either 


| longer, fo that it. is conſtan- 


cie 1n QUr Jove to Chriſt that 
proves ont love | to beea true 
conjugall "aﬀfetion. - Thus 
much of the conſequents of 


| this ſpirjtvall marriage,vhich 


ve, mutuall betwixt Chrift 

bis, ſpouſe, tbe conſe- 
quents that are; proper and 
peculiar follow, and theſe are 


Such, as are ex parte ſponſe, 


| oN Chriſts Pat... 


. Sucha as ere ex. parte ſponſe, 
C5 ori 


2, 


—_ 
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. 


"a EL 


ona befeevers part. 

I _ Firft,fuchasare' on Chrifts | 

1. part,whicharetwo,r.A com-| 
2, Mmunication of ſecrets. 2.A| 
communication of _ goods, 

I- . . Firſta communication of ſe | 
bebe crets : Chriſt will communi: | 
parte catethoſe ſecrets to a belee-| 

ving ſouleeſpouſed untohim, | 
that hee will not- communi- | 
cate to a ſtranger: a man will | | 
commnnicate- much to his 
friend according to the Pro- 
uerbe, mira gar ord: All: 
things amongſt friends are 
common, but- much more | 
will a man communicate to- 
the wife of his boſome : D+ | 
Ilah, Sampſons wife could get | 
the meaning of the riddle out | 
of Sampſon, that all the Phili 
fines could not findeaut : fo 


15 the Spouſeof Chriſt privic 
to- 


the Lanbe. 


 tothoſe ſecrets that all the 


wife and learned, being nor 
eſpouſed to Chriſt, are 1gno- 


| rant of. The ſecrets of the Lord 
' aretothem that feare him. Pſal. 
| 25.13, Herevealeth his ſecrets 
i. | to bis Servants the Prophets, 
| Amos, 3. 7. Ny bebred had. 
| me _ = Chambers, ſaith the 
'- Spouſeof Chriſt, Carr. 1.4. cy... oe .. 
| Nowas Chambers are laces _—— OO 


of ſafety , as the Prophet 


. | ſhewethy Iſay 26.20. Come my 
| people, enter into my chamber: 
| ſo chambers are places of 


greateſt ſecrecie, hence in 
Scripture they are called pri- 
vie chambers, and ſecret pla- 
ces oppoſed tothe houſe top. 


| 2 King. 6. 12. Luke 13: 3- 
| AMa.6. 6. for Chriſt then to 


have his Sponſe into his 
Chambers is nothing ll 
ut 
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butto make her privie to. his 
ſecrets, for this priviledge Our 
blefled ' Saviour -broke forth 
into. # Doxologie unto his 
father.” at. 1 14 25. / thanke 
thee O Father that thou baft hid 
theſe things from the wiſe and 
prudent, and haſt revealed them 
wnto babes. 


.Q#:ſi, .  - Whatarethoſe ſecrets that 


Chriſt will communicate to | 


his Spouſe, that hee will 
not communicate to Aa 


' foule that is not marriedto 
Solution. him » 
(r)Dic nobis tu 
al preparas (”) Such ſecrcts as Eye hath 
id 4 a 
None $0- not ſeene, neither eare beard, Be. 
nis domus tux, , k , : L 
ſed quibus bo- ther Can it ne er 1n10 Fe heart of 
nis? yine,olco, Y2AR 20 CONCEIVE, TI C0r,21.9.10\ 


f.umento? le 


led . - , 
hxc hs tO inſtattce In ſome Particu- 
"—7 an ique. 14rS. ' The: firſt ſecret* is the 


199: neg il pardon of -ſfinne, the moſt 


Fera.Serm.11.. blefled newes and- moſt .joy- © 


#n Caniic, 
$ 


$ 


ICU- 
the 
10ft 
Joy- 
full 


| 
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full tidings that can come to 
the ſoule of a reaſonable crea- 
ture, when theſoule with He- 
man, P[al, 88. 7. lyeth crying 
day and night under the in- 
dignation of the Lord, with 
David roaring for very d1- 
quietneſle of Spirit, with 7ob 
the arrowe's of the Lord drin- 
king us-its ſpirir,, then for 


| Chriſt to whiſper unto-the 


foule in ſecret by bis Spirir, 
and to ſay unto it, Spouſe be 
of-good- comfort, 7hy ſnnes 
are forgiven thee, this 15 a ſe- 
act Chriſt will communi» 
cate to none, but unto his 
ſpouſe, 

But: ſome may ſay, how 
may a poore ſoule know whe- 
ther this voyce: of Chriſt by 
his ſpirit be notadeluſion of 
Satan >, | 


1; 
_—- 


Apfie,. 


Por 
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Anſw. It istruec that thede- 
vill can ſuggeſt falſely into 


Chriſt in truth ſuggeſts into 
the hearts of his owne people, 
aud that often he can counter- 
ferfeitethis teſtimony of the 
Spiric concerning the pardon 
of ſinne, putting in thoughts 
of comfort, mercy and rergif- 
ſion of ſiune, and of peaceto | 
the ſoule, when God makes 
himſelfe ready for Warre, 
How Chrits But by this may Chriſts 
voyce is known . 
from Sathans- VOYCE COMforting the ſoule 
— > beknowne from Sathans flat 
pardon of fin. teries and falfe perſwaſions, 
from thetime and condition 
the ſoule is in, when theſe 
thoughty, of Mercy and ti- 
dings of pardon of finne 


conſ0- 


his owne children, what | 


come unto ti1c ſoute, if the | 
ſoule (as before) be in adiſ- \ 


4 . 
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conſolate condition by rea- 
fon of the ſenſe of the bur. 
_ thenof ſinne, and deepeap- 
prehenfion of Gods wrath, 
then for-rhe ſoule to receive 
comfort; and to -entertaine 
thoughts of mercy, lifring up 
theſoule as itwere from the 
pates of hell, to-the- ſuburbs 
of heaven; this is a good 
ſgne it is the work of Chriſt 
and his voyce by: his Spirit: 
communicating this ſecret of 
mercy and pardon of fſinne, 
becauſe this is againſt the 
policyof Sathan to comfort 
the ſoule, and to lift-it up 
when it is in ſinking through 
the ſenſe of Gods wrath, but 
onthe contrary, his ordinary 
courſe is when the foule is in 
heavineſle, dejetion and an- 
guiſh, andinclining to deſpe- 
ration 
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2. 


_ ration, to - follow the. ſoule 


cloſe, to. drive it: into the 
further degree of deſpare, till 
it be ſwallowed up of it.'But 
ii theſoulcſhal have thoughts 
of merey, and. aſſurance of 
ſalvation .Auggeſted , 1nto df, 
when-it hath never felt the 
burden of finne, the ſpiritof 


bondage, never beenc. truely | 


humbjed. for finne,,. rhis, is;a 


fgneofan- illuſionof.Sathan 


to drive the 1ſoule..to.-pe- 
riſh by preſumption, which 
15-2 more... frequent Rocke, 
againſt which the ſoul 
Jplits ir ſelfe, than Ceſpera- 
ton, 

The ſecond ſecret is the 
experimental! knowlcdge of 
the worke of 1cgenerati- 
on, a ſecret and myſtcrie 
that few are privie unto. 


——_ 


Nitw- | 


—_— 
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Nicodemys though a teacher 
in 1ſrael, yet 12norant in this 
point till Chrift infiruted 
him 1n it, and at Chriſts firft 
relatirg of ir unto him 1t 
ſeemed a 71) riddie unto him, ; 
a 8 : N. s) Wh - 
till Chriſt ſhewed him how, {61 ;eregene- 
and in what manner 1t was 'ation to wany 
| even old men, , 

wroveht, Toby 3.4.5. Many Matters, and 
can talke of rhe dangers Of rulers is 1/7aet, 


teachers, and 


| Warre, of the wonders 'of Yo new co 


the Sca, of the Indies: and but one of A- 


dam and Eve,no 
remote places, who yet never progenieof 
were in ware; vpon-the ſea, Church, no 0- 
or in any fore-mentioned 9512 fnvee” 
Countries, but they that cry cbil- 
have beene in hot skirmiſhes ral 0G. 
ofwarre that havegonedown z.g,9 
inte'the deepe; andoccupied 
ſkips'in the greatwaters,they 
that have ſeene the Indies and 
remote places; 'have bought 
theit 'knowlkedge- at: a'deare 
rt rate 
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I, 


rate of hard labour,great dats 
ger and long travalle, the dif. 
ference of theſe is this, the 
one know by heare-ſay, by 
reading, and the like, theo- 


- ther byexperience: it 1s ſoin 


preſent caſe, we may hears 
one ſpeaking of regeneration, 
another diſputing of it, and 
both ignorant of it in 6 
= of any experimental 
ledge, but the true Chr 
ftians knowledge of the work 
of grace is experimentall,” he 
can tell the method that God 
uſed in the new framing and 
regenerating of his heart, Firſt 
that God humbled him by 
the terrour of the Law, and ſo 
unbottomed his heart, and 
tooke him off on himſelfe,by 
a thorough convidtion of his 
loſtcondition out of cn 
that 


m——————— 


f 


at dats 
he dif. 
is, the 
y, by 
theo- 
s$ ſoin 
heare 
ration, 
t, and 
in 16 
entall 
Chri 
» work 
16, he 
_ 
| 
Si 
m by 
nd {0 
, and 
lfe,by 
df his 
hbrift, 
that 
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that God broke his heart in 
pieces by the hammer of his 
Word, and threatning of the 
Law,that then he thawed and 
diſſolved his frozen heart, by 
the ſwecte Evangelicall pro- 
miſes, and thoſe comfortable 
Revelations of the Lord J&- 
ſus, the Lord of life, unto his 
ſouke, that hee then- formed 
Chriſt day by day,mortifying 
his finne by degrees,andevery 
daygiving the foute a greater 
meaſure of inward -quickfiing 
endvivificarion tothe life of 
holinefſe and righteouſneſſe, 
this ſecret worke of regene- 
ration, Clirift communicates 
onely to his Spouſe. 

But how ſhall I nowmay 
ſome ſay,whether Chrifthath 
commonicated this ſecret 
worke of regeneration to me 
ornot? There 


Qu 


A ——. 


- ew th. 4 
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| Anſwd. There are many things that go 


To 


for regeneration in the world 
that are No more true regene- 
rarion than the picture that 
Michal layd in the bcd fo 
D gvid was. like unto David, 
whereby ſhe would have delu- 
ded'the meſſengers of Saulas 
morality,ceſſation from groſ. 
ſer ſinnes, .partiall obedience 
and the like; all which and 
many are but faire colours to 

int-, Over, an, unregenerate 
heart. For firſt, yp 
is a renewing of, the inward 
may, theſe the licking over 


of. the outward. men, rege- 


neration is-a. mortifying of 
the inward Principles of 'cor- 
ruption,, 'and. 2. killing of 
finneat the roote; theſe n 
like,}ſo. many loppings an 
phſhings of fa ' the 
; " branches 


e127? 


- 


| goes 
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branches, regeneration is a 
metamorpholing ofthe heart, 
theſe -- but changes of the 
obtward -- converſation in 
ſome meaſure, againe theſe 
differ from regeneration in 
the- cauſe. Civill honeſty, 
cellation of grofle- ſinnes, 
patiall obedience and the 
like, may proceede firſt from 
education, as they did who 
lived' in Zathers time, ber 
came' Lutherans : ſo many 
being}. ſtems growing of a 
religious ſtocke,. brought up 
under -c2refull and  religt- 
ous | Maſters, tutors, and 


guardians;; are many times 
eivilifed; and yet made 
tot; at all-acquainted with 
'the fecret- worke of. mans 
regeneration, than that whieh 
any further ; than+.rhe 

OUt- 
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outward carriage and conver- 
fation. Secondly , ceſlation 
from groſle {innes may :pro- 
ceede from a natural! kinde 


. of conſcience that may bee 


evenin menthatarebur in the 
ſtate of nature, {o Paul ſpeaks 
of ſuch a fornication as was 
not named amongſtthe Hes 
thens, that is, the Heathens 
made conſcience of ſuch a 
kinde of fornication, Abime- 
le an Heathen abſtained 
from Sarah, Abrahans wife, 
and God aſcribes it to the in- 
tegrity of his heart, Gez. 20, 
6. Balaam that wicked ſorce- 
rer would not at the firſt pg 
apg'inſt the Commandement 
of the Lord foran houſefull 
ofgold and filver, fo Haze 
2 King. 8. 13. Is thy ſervant 
4 dogge that I ſhould doe thi 
thing, 


the Lambe. 


thing ; he abhorres it at the 
firſt hearingas an horcid wic- 


; | kedneſle, becomming a dog 


better than a man : by all 
which inſtances it appeares 
thata man may abſtaine from 
many grofle finnes, out of a 
naturall and carnall conſci- 
ence , whereas regeneration 
brings reformation from a 
conſciencepurified and ſprin- 
kled with the blood of 
Chriſt, Theſe things to wit 
morality, &c. may proceed 
from ingenuity of nature, and 
from a reſtraining grace that 
God puts into the hearts of 
matty Uunregenerate men, 
which grace if God ſhould 


notgive it to ſome men,man (,) o' £,9,«- 


by nature would be more (* 


ſavage than the Beare, more #341 , 
truculent than the Tyger, Arit.l.z. Pol. 
more © * 
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more cruell rhan the Wolf 


ofthe morning, more bruriſh 
than the beaſts of che For. 


the fourth place from feare 
the loſſe of reputation, mien 
areloath to bee counted thi 
ſcumme of the -world, /the 
raffle of the people, the ba- 
ſeſt of their generation, henee 
the feare of diſgrace ſwayes 
their hearts to a more reſtrab 
ned life, from the groſler pol 
lutionsof the world, butre 
generation proceedes from 
other principles, not meerely 
from education (thoughthat 
.is a meanes many times'ap 
; pointed by Godtofurtherit) 
[not from ingenuity of nature, 
\feare of ignominy ,” bub from 
{the worke of Gods Spirit, 
opening the eyes of the-Un- 
oY derſtat- 


$ 


reſt. Theſe may proceede : 


f 
Volt 
Iruriſh 
e Fot- 
de nn 
care 
n, mien 
ed rhe 
4, the 
the ba- 
g hence 
{ways 
reftrat 
er pol- 
but re- 
from 
neerely 
| gh that 
es ap 


therit) 
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derſtanding, ranſaking ' the 
conſcience, and laying it na 
ked,, ſubjugating the. rebelli- 
ous will, turning the ireames' 
of. the affections- into the 
right - channels, and upoathe 
right, objects , purifying and, 
cleanſing the whole man in; 
allit:e powers ofthe ſoule 
and- members of ' the bedy, 
this'/ ſecret worke that. is 
knowne to few doth Chriſt 
acquaint his Spouſe with all, 
thatthe Spoulc is ableta fay 
concerning the recovery, of 
$pirituall ſight, and other 
parts of regeneration, as the 
blind man of his corporall 
hight, Onething 
that by experience, thar I was 
blind in my ſoule and now J 
ſee, that I was dead in ſinne, 
but now I amalive and borne 


0. - 


I know and hs: 25. 


OC _. - 


nad $a. et te. 


64 


Ceres eee.” 


The Mavve of © 


nn. 


propenſi atro- 
ritatem vitiis 
quzrit, & quod 
malum eſt bo- 
num aut bono 
proximumn eſſe 
fuxdet. Aur. 
Serm, 123. 48 
Tempore, 


(») Voluratis Precious ſoules : neither 1s 


againeumto- God. Fires 139% his 
-'The ' third” ſecret'"thar: | ten 
Chriſt reveHes ' unto: -His! | vill 
ſpoife is tlie def6rmity-of | asr 
ſtep mani Rate6f mature | cric 
IDdkeYttporfſintefior as teas | put 
| 

perk 


mit felfe;; the greate? evill, 

bur-as'it hath "the forme'of 

fore cdmter felt &o0Þ; os 

as theDevill earn transforme | prec. 
himſelfe, -into an Angell of | bath 
light, ' ſo'can he transforme |the | 
his workes, and put on them |mou 
a fiire gloſle, 'ro take them |! do 
more vendible commodities 
to vent to the men of this} 
world in exchange for thei|f 


the Pevill more readie rode 
ceive, than man fu>je& tobe 
deceived "in his view and 
judging of finne, as the (9 
Father obſerves, perſivading] 
pv | Ont! . him 


"= 


ry of 
atufe 
Its! 
evill, 
ne-of 
'> "fob 
orme 
ell of 
forme 
| them 
them 
»dities 
}f this 
r thelt 
ther 1s 


2 tO 
x tobe 
>w and 
the () 

yading 
him 


—- 
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himſelfetha the; ſine hee is, = 
| tempted unto is either no e-, 
[| vill, or not 1o great an evill 


as really it is. (”) An hypo- 
crite' (45 one. well obſerveth) 
putsa;glaſle* in. place of 


s counterfeit and worthleſle 
performances as if they were 
precious things , and. if hee; 
hath committed finne, with, 
the harlot-, hee wipeth his; 
mouth,ſaying what evill have: 
I done > but when Chriſt 
once eſpouſerh himſelfe un- 
to aſoule, hee'takes off the 
faire colours wherewith ſinne 


lath ſhadowed it ſelf withall, 


de |and preſents him to the ſoule 


nits owne proper ſhape and 
vwely hue: ſo as the: Prophet 
Abtjah, 1 King. 14+ 6. diſco; 
iered the wife of Zeroboam 
| D 2 dif- 


U 


a Pelie ſos. l. 3» 


pe charinheweth forh 9 
l 


_— 
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diſguifed,fothe ſoule endued| Cl 

with che'Spirit of Chriſt 'c#|-SP 

diſcetne the deformity of| £10! 

{inne though never ſo cun- 

-. ningly and curiouſly diſgui| 'Þc 

ſed by the Art of Sathan:from| 95 

this true ſight of finne, ariſeth 

that deteſtation of finn? in] '9il 

the heart of a Chriſtian, th] P! 

he thinkes ita more feareful 

ſight to behold the- horrid 

\ face of finne committed in} 09 
his ſoule, than to behold the] #4 

Lake of Brimftone in the] © 
(-)E:6mali loweſt hell : hence was it thit| 
nium malerum holy ( x) Chriſoſtome affirmed thing 
cremnav* this to beg a truch that he il 
Ego ramen i= would dayly Preach,  Thati| PN 
» Ine : . {; 

dud predicabo, was a more bitter and intolle| >= 
ſe Chritum rable thing to offend Chriſt| "Bt 
ne cat than to be tormented with) PAY 
rexari (IH: the flames of hellic ſelfe. ſtant, 


$2 Mat. Hem 37+ 


_ The fourgh feoret tha Ry; 
£4 Chrilſt 


4 wit) 
elfe. 
,_ 


Chl 
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Chriſt communicates to his 


| Spouſe is the vanity andemp- 
| tineſſe of the Creatures. Man 


lookes upon the world, and 
the vanity thereof as aglori- 
ous and amiable objet, 
hee lookes upon . worldly 


- | things as his. ſubſtance, his 


profit, his glory, but Chrift 
ſhewes unto his-Spouſe that 
riches in ſteade of being glo- 
riqus,are bur: as-thicke clay. 


| Hab..2. 6. w hich- is, firſt;a 


Hab, 2.6. ope- 
ned in what 16. 


COMMON thing at every mans gard riches 


compared io 


doore :. ſecondly, a ſoyling 


thing : thirdly , a ſtippery 

p _ but com- 
mon bleflings, polluting the 
offeſſors of them, —, defi- 
other Conſciences, ſlip- 
pery they are alſo and incon- 


ſtant, taking wings they flye 


ay. Againe Chriſt ſheweth 


* his 


D 3 


The Motiage of EE 


his ſpouſe that wordly-things 


-are nots ſubRance but ' ſhag | - 


dowes; Pſal. 3916: nor Po 


fits but loffes being compe| * 
red with the true gaine, Zukt| ' 


- 16."F1. 12: A naturall man 
'priſeth pleaſure 'as his great 
D:ano, preferment as the'top 


FY 


Spouſe is acquainted with 


this ſecret by her' husband,\ | 


.., that the one is vanity,/ahd 
"the Other but a' ſpiders-web, 
He that is unskilfull in the! 
| Arts andSciences and looks] 
vpon the earth, thinkes- it to! 
be fome ſpaczous*and Frett| 
body; ahd admires'ir for” its 
immenſity':but”let the Mz: 


thematitian come and con 


pare the earth and the heavens 
together, he'khawes yponin- 
fallible demonſifatio2s , that 


of happineſle, - bur Chrifts| | 


the | 


1 'the 
)Okes 
it to 
great! 
its 
 Ma- 
com- , 
Vens 
N41- 
that 
the 


tou 


+ The fifth ſecret:istheex- 


Oo —_—— 


the Lambe. 


the body of the earth is but 
like a.) point: or . nothing 
being compared with thecir- 


-cumfcrerce of the heavens : & exv0y, <Avifh.l. 


«So let a mannever inftracted 
by. Chriſt; looke upon earth- 
ly things, bee admires them 
for ther excelkncie; butilet 
a» Chriſtian i( whoay Chrict 
hath taught this leſſon of the 
par of the creature) come 

ge of theſe outward and 
fablunary: things - and 'com- 
pare © them - with :heavenly 
things, with - grace,. with 
Chrift, with glory, with hea- 
ven, hee findes them being 
weighed with theſe-.to'\bee 
lighter -than vanity: it delfe. 
Let Paul'be' judge; who'ac- 
counted all things but dung 
in regard of Chriſt. - 


D 4 cel 
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: 
: |. 
| 
» 
ME ——_—. 


Y,. 
To 


* the! myſteries of the Kingdome 
"of God; bar to them that were 


: Parables, that ſeeing thty might 
uot ſee, fc. a natural! man per- 
-ccives notthethings of God 
and thoſe glorious excellen- | | 


- beanty, and glory in the 
'yeta man that is borne blinde 
cannot ſee any of them : its 


s 


ecllencieof Chriſt. ark, 4. | 
x1. Chriſttells his Difciples | 
that 70 them it was given to know | 


Bthout all things were done in 


cies that arcin — 


there be abundance of T | 


{owith the natural man in re- 
gard of the Sonne of Righte- | 
ouſneſle. | 
.\Eirſt, there is abundanceof 
hght; beauty, glory, heate, re- | 
freſhing, and reviving vertue ' 
in Chriſt, yet none of theſe | 
can the naturall man ſece.Carr. | 
£ 5.9, 


ples 


SO z —O— 
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5.9. There are ſomethat askes 
Chriſts Spouſe what ſhe ſaw 
in her beloved, that made her 
fickeof love, thereby, intima- 
ting that they, for rheir parts 
ſaw no ſuch amiableneſle in 
him, but the ſpouſe anſiyeres 
that” ſhe ſaw ſomething in: 


| hirp thatdid attract her heart 
to:him, 44. beloved faith ſhe, 


. 4 5 


white and raddieube chiefeſt of 


w +4 


tex thouſand : though the men 


| of the world ce nothing in- 


Chriſt- defireable and amia- 
ble, yet his ſpouſe ſees his 
eminent excellencies which: 


* | Chriſtrevealcth to her by his 


Spirit, aud therefore 4La7..16. 
17, Peter confeſſeth Chriſt 


” | tobethe Sonneof God,and 


ſo. perceiving ſalvation by 


| .-himalone.. Chriſt cells bim 
+ | thatfleſh and blood had not 


D S: ICe- 


a 


his Father which is 1n heaven, 
the excellencies in Chrik 
"diſcetned onely ofthe Saints, 
are-/prifed atid deſired onely 
of them; hence was i that 
Peter defired 'to 'abide *'in 
Chriſts preſence; Lord whether | 
ſhall wegoe 2 thou haftrhe wort: 
of eternal! life : and'baving bit! 


tion, he cryed, It & good to be 
here, Peter had beene inma-' 
ny excellent places for plea-. 
fareand delight,but never{Þd | 
before, 7: is good jo behire: fore 
etting wife, lands, and _ 
e cryes.lt is good zo be here,fo 
fweete is the preſence of the - 
Lord Jeſus,. eſpecially when 


his excellencies.. * 4 


revealed' that unto him, bit | - 


a taſte of Chriſts excellelicie  * 
and glory in the transfipthts| 


the ſoule obtaines 2 fight of 


"wheat 


Afxth ſecret is the gaine 


of godlineſle,a ſecret that the 
worldling' is ignorant "of, 


that counts gaine to be God- 


lineſſe,as the Apoſtle fpeakes: 


't Tim. 67A manofthisworid 
thinkes there is -no profit. bur 
iv purchaſing of Landsrand 
revenewes, nohonout! bat:in 


the favour of, earhly-Rotep» 


rates” no beauty butihat of 
thebody,. no'(pleaſure but in 
Epicurifme, ſdrfettingydror- 
kennelſe,' chambening :,:and 
wantonneſſe.but Ghriſt ſhews 
hisTpouſe” a gaine 31 godli- 
neſfe, . Secondly, honon in 
being in favour at the Court 
of heaven. Thirdly, beauty. 


| Ingrace: and. lafily pleaſure 


inwalking in the wayes of 


God; Birft,, ChriſbTheives 


kis Spouſeca paine- Ingod!i- 
ncfſo- 


—_ 
> 
[904 


te MST 
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nefſe, this Chriſt had taught 
blefled Pas/: thoſe things that 


were 'gaine to him he counted 
lofe for Chriſt, Chrift being 


ſufficient gaine to himas he a- 


voucheth, For me ro [ive 5 Chrif 
1nd 10 dye'is gaine, Secondly, 
honour in the favour of. God, 
this ' the: Pſalmiſt was ac- 
quainted 'withall. 2 ſal, 149, 


9. :concluding the. Palme | 


with this Epiphonema *:Satb 
bonour have all bis Saints, This 


Saint Luke knew well, who 


Riiles Theophilus a lover of 
God; moſt Noble Theo bilm, 
Lnke1t 3. and the Bereans 
more honourable than them 


of Theſſalonica for theirpiety | 
and devotion, this David | 


knew well when hee defired 
rathef tobe a dooxe kteper in 


divcll 


the houſe of God\;:tharts | 


 theLambe. 

dwel[.in the tents of. the un- 
oodly.. Thirdly ,, Beauty in 
gracethis ſecretiSalomon knew (9)Nondefor. 
when he affirmes Eccleſ. 8. x. Mate corporis 
Wiſedome maketh- the face vo i ſed Palchri. 
ſhine, Laftly, pleaſure in-the corpus orvaras 
wayes of. God, and the pathes ""W 

of righteouſneſſe : this Sale 
moz avoucheth, Prov. 3. 17, 
The wayes of Wiſedome are plea- 


73 


— 


7 ſanmeſſe, and all ber paihes peace, 


this David witneſſeth, Pal, 
M9. Thyteſtimontes are my de- 
light, ſweeter #zt0 me thanthe 
hont and honey conbe : tO 
this purpoſe cryed-holy As- 
g#%ine, © thou luxurious fel- EO 
low, where /is there greater 9.jor ucica? 
pleaſure to bee found than in 247 in .. 
the ſweeteſt God, and- in his f=e 404mm 
ſervicez this myſtery cannot 
enter into the heart.of a natu- 
rallman, thatthere ſhould be 
| fuch: 


he- Marriage of 


am amant le- 


ſuch pleaſure inthe wayes of 
God, who ordinarily love | 
the houſe of God, and the 
Lawes of Godas a Muitherer 
doth the priſon: as Luther 
was wont tO ' fay : a- Daturall 
man findes no more ſweere. 
neſſe in Chriſt and his wayee, 
than there is taſte inthe white 
of an egge. '70b 6, 6. or than 
Barz:lai found in the meate | 
that King Pavid would hate 
given him to cate, 2 Sem? Ig. 
35: but the Spouſe of Chrift 
having had a'taſte of Obes | 
Yodnefle, andanexpetimen- | 
tall rellifh* of the wayes vt | 
God, and-thepleaſures there- | 
of, affirmes of Gods ſervice | 
in generall,'#s 'D2v-d did of | 
Hts ' ſervice iti Gods: houſe; 
One day in Gods Conrtc arebth. | 
ter. than. a. thouſand... So that 
a$: 


————— _ 
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as Chriit fayd ro his Difci- 


ples: he had bread they knew 
not of, which was to doe 
the will of his Father in hea« 
ven, the like m2y a beleever 
fry'to a worldly and finneful! 
man, hee hath meate' and 
drioke, pleaſureand recreation 
that they know not of,neither 
did evertaſte, which is todoe 


he will; "and walke inthe 


pathes of Chrift liis*iLord 
and husband. Add 
A ſeventh. ſecret is ataſte 
of the joy. of heaven, as the 
wicked' raſte of Hell before 


| "they come' into the" Tocall 


place thereof, by moſt dread- 


full horrors of Conſcience 


which areas flaſhes of that in- 
conceiveably tormenting fire 
of the Tophet, that rs' ptepa- 
red for the devill and his an- 


gells,. 
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gells:: ſo the godly. many 
times have a taſte of that in» 
utterable and infinitlydelight- 
full joy in heaven, before they 
take ful poſleſionthereof:the 
ſpies that went' into Canaan 
brought backe wich them 
ſome clufters of Grapes,to 
ſhew the: fruitſulneſſe of the 
land: Chriſt. in kg. manger 


givesthe ſoule ſome: cluſters 


of Grapes, ſume taſte of that 
goodnefſe of Canaan above, 
that his Spouſe: feeling the 
delight of that Country, may 
not defire -any; continuing 
City here, bur. boke for one 
that. is above: this taſte of hea- 
ven ſometimes God hath gt- 
ven to his Saints in an extra- 
erdinary-mannex, as he did ta 
Paul in. his rapture into, the 


third heaven ,, unto - Sreven 


when: 


A, 


_ OO 


the Lan be. 


whenthe heavens were ope- 


ned and he ſaw the Sonne of 
God ftanding on the right 
hand of his Father, which ex- 
traordinary revelations with 
all other Eathuſiaſmes, Ana- 
baptiſticall dreames and fan- 
cies, God communicates not 
to his Satnts in this latter age 
of the world : therefore a le- 
cond and ordinary way wher- 
by God ſhewes the ſoule a 


fight of heaven, and ataſteof 


the pleaſure thereof is by the 
eye of faith, by the aſſurance 
of Salvation, by the witneſſe 
of the Spirit with our owne 
Spirit, by giving the ſoule 
ſuch an inward ſenſe and fee- 
ling of his favour, and-ſuch 2 


| Redfalt hope upon ſolide 

| grounds of heaven, by begin- 

| ning. heavenly Muſique vy q 
y . 
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of a good conſcience, and 


by raiſing up the. ſoule by the | 


unſpeakable peace: Of God,| | 


and joy of the Holy-ghoſt:by 
theſe and. the hke meanes 
doth God give the ſoule 2 
taſte of heaven, and as Maſe: 
upon Pi{gah ſaw Canaan, (On 


theſe as upon - Psſgah doth] 


.Chriſt carry his'Spouſeto ſee 


Canaan that is above,''the\ + 


joynture that be will-inftall 
The fecoud BÞiSſpoulc into... |: 1 
conſequent on. The ſecond conſequent 61 
(4) Anima que Chriſts part is2 communice- 
diligit Deum 0 

iponla vecarnr tin of goods, as' a man by 
*ecalm G0; DIS Marriage endues his wike 


nomina,ſponſa 


& ſponſus, . with all his worldly goodsfo 


maxime inc i- 


cant intermos þ.. Chriſt endues his {ſpouſe with 


feavs, hice- y » . 
nim omnia Dis goods. All things-atc 
co erate? COmMMon,faith the (4) Father, 
una domus, una Hetwixt man and w ife, one 1n- 


menſa,unus Ic- 


Qus,una caro. heriance, OECC houſe, one 
Berga /erm,y in , 


Cantios , 2 4 by Tabk, 


£ 


od 
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Table, one bed, onefleſh : 


| thegoods that Chriſt com- 


;municates to his Spouſe are 
of three'ſorts. Firſt extcrnall, 
there is communication - of 
outward'' comforts i farre 
forch as- ſhall conduce to his 


owne glory-and the ggod of 


'his ſpouſe.” Hoſea 2." 21; n 


that day, to wit of his marr 
2ge with his peopie, 1 will 


'heare the heavens,” the heavens 


1ſhall 'heare the #arth, the earth 


ſhall heare the rorne, wine, and 
ole, and they ſhall beare Tſrael : 
and the Apoſtle ſpeakifFof 
the belceving Crinhizns, to 


"whom Chriſt was'eſpouſed, 


tells them t Cor. 2.21. All 
things weretheirs, Pal, Apel- 
bs, things ' preſent and to 
come: the ground of this was 


"becauſe they were Chriſt and 


Y C hriſ 


PR FEST 


8o 


©. on ER. 
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Chriſt Gods, Secondly, inter- 

nall. In Chriſt tohis-Spoule | 
there is a communication of / 
prace, John 1.16. Of bt ful. | 
neſſe we receire grace for grace: 
in. Chriſt there is a ſulneſſe of 
grace, there is not onely 
«Grepxea a ſufficiencie , but | 
xa$xvois a redundancie of 
grace, as Platodiſtinguiſheth, 
In Chrift, there is not onely | 
the fulnefſe of a veſſe!l that 
may be full in it ſelfe, but if 
xt part with any liquor to. 0- 
ther veſſels, its owne proper 


fulnefle is diminiſhed, bur al. | 


ſo there. is*a fulnefſſe of a 
fountaine that is not onely 
full in it ſelfe and for it ſelfe; 
but it can communicate to 0- | 
thers in irs fulneſſe without | 
diminution of its owne pro- 
per falneſſe, this kind of ful- 


neſſe 


| tzine. of 


ehe Lambe. 


neſſe is in Chriſt the foun- 
ace and -inexha- 
ſtible wel-ſpring of Life, this 
fulneſle of grace in Chriſt 
was that oyle wherewith hee 
is ſaid to be annointed above 
his fellowes, and not by mea- 
ſure, for that oyle was not any 
typicall and Sacramentall 
oyle , wherewith the Prieſts, 
Prophets, and Kings were 
annointed'in the Old Tefta- 
ment, but the Spirituall oyle 
of Gods grace, called the 
oyle of gladnefle, which oyle 


' was Powred on Chriſts head 


in ſo plentifull a manner that 
like the oyntment powred on 
Aarons head, it went downe . 
to the skirts of his garment. 
Pſal; 333, 2. 1o this oyle of 
Gods grace powred on 


Chriſt the head ofhis ſpouſe 
diſtils 
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2 Cor. 9.8. 
opencd. 


diſtils into the $kirts of his 
garment, into his meaneſt 
member, ſo that there is no 
humility , meekenefle, path 
ence, love; heavenly. minded- 
neſle nor any 'other grace: in: 
Chriſt, but ſome influence of 
that grace diftils into: the 
heart of every one eſpouſed 


unto him, hencethe Apoſtle | 


affirmes 2 Coy. 9. 8. that God 
1s ſo full of grace, and hath 
ſucha ſufficiencie, that is, ful- 
nefle to others : in the origj- 
nall the Ap5ſtle empharical- 
ly exprefleth this by rriplics- 
ting the word in mri Te" TT, Ms 
uy dUTYLPKELEY Firſt, & m7}, NOL 
inone, but in every neceflitie. 
Secondly,” -irynrs, not ſome- 
times but at every time, 
Thirdly, Cav, not ſome 


ſufficiencie, but a ſuſficiencie 
of 


ofev 


Chri 


\ 


| catto! 


Chri 
heave 
forth. 
of, hi 
that g 
lohn 
tohi: 


( thou 


them, 
are on 
that ti 
DTT. 
that 
which 
thou 
£1098 4 
T 
ſunſ 


part, 


i 


| 
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of every grace. Eternall.-. In 
Chriſt there is a communi- 
cation 'of glory to his ſpoule. 

Chriſt will have no glory in 
heaven but in pact, and fo far 


; | forth; as his {ſpouſe 15 capable 


of, he will (®) communicate (6) Anina que 
nunc pannoſs 


that gloryunto his ſpoule. So veniea, ac fer- 
los 17.22. 24. Chriſt faith Ji pabice regi 


putatur, in reg- 


| to'his Father, The glory which no cxlorum 


; Tevina & nobi- 


\ thou gaveſt me I have given lis Regi aſtans 


r Baſt. 
them, that they may be one Us wee tienes. 


are onegand againe, Father I will 


that they alſo whom hou haſt gi-. 


wam?, be with me where I am, 
that they 'may behold my. glory 
which thou baft given mee, for 
thou loved(t me before the founda- 
tron of the wor ll. 

The: conſequents' ex parte The conſe- 
ſponſe, or 0n the beleevers jp. 
part, follow which are two 

Firſt a whole change. 
Second- 


—_— 
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: Secondly, a familiarac thi 


quaintancewith Chriſt, 
A A whole change anſwers 


bleto the change in awomat| '\ 


after ſhee' is efpouſed tohe 
husband; which is of three 
 thiogs. | | 

I- - Of Name. 720 
2. Of Quality and Nature; 


3o Ot Barrenniefle into Fruit 


fulneſle. | 
There is a change of name 
| in awoman newly eſpouſed, 
Ce)Martiaredi- (6) women change their owne 


re voleus ad 


Catons mari- Namie into the name of then! . 


tum, air,da tau- 


rum nomen in - husbands,ſo the Roman wome| ' 


ane Connubiis ro0ke the name of their hul 


liceat tumulo 


ſcripſiſſe, Cate- bands, {o (4) Caja from he | 


Nis Mar 114, 


Lac. l. husband Cajuw, Tulta from 


ton 4): 5 her busband Tuliuc, and the. 


Jeba: 19-25- like, SO amongſt the News 
Mary of Cleephss, to witthe 


® wife of Cleophas : hence ſome|, 


thinke 


| thinke = RF in the Car, 


PRn——C 


ticles is called Sulamitis Or Sus | 
lame. wn d.. Solomonia from 
er husband. In like 


ha 1 Chriſts pou 


change her name. beingonce 
motted to him. .. Abrax en- 


intq covenant with, God 
pa his name into Abra- 


| ham, Sara into Sarah, Tacob. 
| pevailing-with Chriſt chan 


his name into Iſrael; | S:- 
mon muſt be called Peter, Saul 
converted wascalled Paul: {o 
every, ſoule, efpauftd.. to 
Chriſt hath a new name; ofa 
childe, of. perdition called a 


any or dau aughter of God by 


adoption, of a limbe of Sa- 


than. amember of Chriſt, of 


axcſſell ofwrath, a veſſell of 
honour,of an aliant and firan- 


ger. from Chriſt becomes a 


: E Chri- 
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Toba 35. 25-2 {yd In another caſe * Calm 


Chriftian, | fo that 2$' Nani 


ao more Naomi, but tall me Me: 
rab, for the Lord bath 'if 


me: fo may the Spoon! 
Chriſblay enthe contrary;&l 


me no. more Marah bit Nas. 
”: for the Lord hath' viſited 
me, no moredeſolateatidfor- 
fakeh but Fepbziba, burBi. 
lh, the delight of 'the HM, 
the Spouſe of Chriſt, as the 
Prophet ſpeakes. P 
The fecond change” is of 
Nature arid quality., A wo- 
man im che time'of her virgt- 


nity may be addicted tovaine 
ſports, and paſtimes, whid 
_ after hereſpouſing toan'w 

band ſhee abharres;, fo? 
Criſtian before hee come 


'to be betrothed ro Chill 1 


may be given to many = | 


—C—C  —F 
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delights of fleſh and blood, 
whichafter his betrothing to 

Chriſt he adandons and ab- 

horres. The Apoſtle ſpeaking 

to the .beleeving Romans 

eſpouſed to Chriſt. Row; 6. 
21.afhrmes that they deligh- 

ted in thoſe things in their 

naturall eſtate, whereof bein 

n Chriſt they were —_ 

what fraite had you in thoſe 

things whereof ye are now aſha- 

med: the like change in that Weave. 
young convert of whomsS. (e) #2 Anmſta 
adotmaecch mention a OO TY 
anſvered his quondam Curtt- 

zan that came to him with 

this falutation, Ego ſ#m: It 

is I: the bleſſed young .con- 

vert newly eſpouſed to Chriſt 

anfvered, 4: Ego 704 ſum Ego, 

I am not I. I am wholly 


changed intoanother Man, of = 


E 2 a 


bac. —_— th. 


v8 
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AE? 9125; 


'cutor becomes a Preacher, of 


: Mary Magdalen, whoſe oule 


-uncleane ſpirits, as' a cage, of 
. uncleane birds, and after 


the holy Spirit, and her hear 


a ſinner made a Saint, of 1 
vaſlall of my baſe luſts made 
a veſfel! of honour, and the 
very Spouſe of the Lord Fe: 
ſus: Chriſt: ſuch a change 


was in Pauichat Anais wor. | 


dred he ſhould be ſent to Saul 
when he heard' what evillhe 
had done to the Saints, and 


Paul himſelfe confeſleth, | 
Gal. 1, 13. that ay9 yGany | | 


.even above meaſure hee had 
made havocke of the Saints, 
yet'the ſame Saul of a perſe 


an eriemie he became a friend 
to Chriſt, the like change in 


was'aS a butrough toharbow 


wards was made a Temple of 


the Lambe. | 


—_— 


$9 


a pallace to entertaine the 
Lord Jeſus with the deareſt 
affection : ſo powerfull isthe 
Lord, Jeſus to make his 
Spouſe like unto: himſelfe, 
Moſes his face may ſhine, but 
the glory of his face could 
not make his garments glo- 
rious. that were- about him; 


| Chriſt his body upon Moune 
| Tabor was transfigured and 


the glory thereof diſplayed it 
ſelfe through his. very gar- 
ments, and: the. ſame-, Jeſus 
Chriſt —_ now tratisfigu- 
red in full glory in heaven, is 
ſo full of grace, that hee can 
communicate grace. to his 
meaneſt $9 Aoſes may 
marry-an_ e/Erþ10pian, 
cannot cha he blacke- 
nefle; Chriſt making love to 
apoore ſoule of an «E1h:opran 


E 3 dyc 


hee 


-. 
FY 


__g6 
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EM 


«+a ors 


dye, full of Leopards ſpots, 
can ſo change this ſoule and 


renew it day by day till hee | : 
make it a pure virgin, and| 4 


preſent it unto himſelfe with 
out ſpot and wrinckle. Ephe|, 
5. 27. ſo the Lord affirmes, 


Ezek. 16. 7.8, that whenhe| 1 


paſſed by his people, he fan 


them wallowing in' theit| * 


blood, but hee foone waſhed 
_—_ and made them beauti- 
' Thethird change is ofbuv 
renneſfe into frairfulneſſe; A 


woman, though barren in the| 


rimeof her virginity, growes 
after marriage for -che- molt 
part'fruitefull, thar ther-chil- 
dren'like' Olive branches" fit 
round about her Table, fo'a 
Chriſtian, though before his 
marriage with - Chrift " dee 

_— ruit- 


| andbring 
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fruitleſſe and barren in. good 
workes, yet after this ſpiritu- 
all-betrothing growes fruit. 
full and abundant inthe work 
ofthe Lord. This theApoſile 
makes the end of beleevers 
marriage with Chriſt, that 
they may bring forth (/) fruits & Pun anima 


unto God. Roy. 7.4..and our fo, "7%. 
Saviour makes -fruitfulnefle &pmn 9 ; 
in good workes one fruite of F106. 
a beleevers unionwith Chriſt, {=c= ſaſcpir, 
Tobhn.15, Fo It cannot bede- mmnceor pe 
nyedbut that an unregenerate Eenievind pe 
perſon - nor. betrothed | to jaje ſufticias 
. . rienti'a, 

Chriſt my" _ _, _ ye wor 

th ſome fruires argue omnium 
good for the matter, but theſe yeneranh net 
workes;:and fruites brought 5+ rm 
fotth before bis - ſpirituall #6." ** 
Marriageare but like the chil- 
dren a woman beares before 
her marriage, which .are ba- 
[OC E 4 fards 


 — x 
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————__ 


(gs) Artioles of 
Religion. 
Article, » 3, 


_ mn Chriſt. 7. 


The frond e 
oo "raj 


9 arte 


©-- abelecvereanupon all: oce+ 
Fions in the un ſtraights 
goe unto Chriſt, and-mhake 


Tofkig. 20.12, 


ftards and illegitimate brats 
that cannot inherite, ſo'the 
| _ workes of unregeneratt 
medn are !Negitimate and cat 
not (2) inherite beirig brought 
forth out of Spirituall wed- 
locke, and not flcwing from 
the right-roote,which is faith 


© The ſecond conſequent 
the beleevers part is a familia 
acquaintance with Chrift,tha 


his wants \knowne unto him, 
Such an acquaintance bal 
Moſer with: God: ©x0d;"v}. 
17. by thei'hokding: up-of 
whoſe hand: 7/rael\prevailed: 


ſuch an acquaintance had Þ+ | 


ſbuab;who by his prayer cat) 
ſed the Surine £:[tand till 
1261 | upoh 


' | marrying, 2 beleevin 
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upon Gzbeon;and the Moone 
in the valley of 4jelon, and 


timateneſſe hath the Spouſe 
of Chriſt with Chriſt, that 
___ all. occaſions; if any 
t perplexe and. moleſt 
the ſouke, it can, goe- unto 
Chriſt and make its caſe 
knowne unto him,with a full. 
poinalion that he willrg- 
ve and comforr: it, neither. 
bath the. ſoule acquaintance: 
opely with Chriſt, bur by 
briſk with the Father and 
the. bleſſed, Spirit :: as 7ſazc 
\Rebecrs.to be. his-wiſe 

brop ught ber i into his mothers 
tent,, MW 24. 67: So.Chriſt 


oh te 
iS Fas 
ove AC- 


;thisthe 


| brings that ſoule Tp 


als, preſence £0 | 


| Ihlogaih h 


Apo- 


ſuchan acquaintance and in- 
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Apoſtle {weetely expreſſeth, 
Ephef. 3. 12. In whom wt hai | 
_ "boldneſſe andarceſſe;, the word 
boldneſſe in the Originall is 
=«}jro/e,and it fignifieth bolds 
nefle ' of face in' ſpeaking, 
ſhewing that a beleeyer by 
Chriſt hath boldneffe togoe| 
to God by prayer, againe the 
Apoſtle faith, : hi, rhat is 
Ch = we have not onely boli: 
nefſebur acceſſe: in the Orig! 
_ malliris which 
nifies ſuch an accefle which 
1s by manuduQtion as 1ſaur 
- took Rebecca, ſo Chriſt take 
the ſoule eſpouſed to hitth) 
the hand.and leads it into'fis 
Fathers preſence, and into at- 
quaintance.with him, ſo that 
The foule which before th 
een _ marriage 'wis't 
pger to God, and Gun 
q ag? 


angry God. with- the ſfoule 
_ through ſinne, - now /appre- 


| dsrequireds diaphanons and - 


IST 
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hends God in Chriſtreconct- 

led and an indulgent Father : : 

and laſt: of all. the Apoſtle 
ſheweth how: the beleever: 

bath this boldneſle of ſpeech, 

this acceſfe, and this confi- 

dence, itis by faith of bim,. 

faith is theeye ofthe ſoule by 

which the ſoule. lookes upon 

God reconciled; Now as to 

the bodily fight there isrequi- - 

red not ovely awell diſpoſed. 

Orean, bur: a-(#) perſpicuous WIE 
median, ' a: lightfome. ayre dc Anima. c7. 
or the like, through which 

the ſpeciesof the vifble-ob- 
je&,muſt be received intothe - 

Organ of the eye: fo in the 
ſpirnuall: fight: of: the: ſoule 

which ithath::of | God, there- 


b 
pers - 
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perſpicuous med. um, which is 
Chriſt the mediator,through 
whom 'the ſoule by faith ſees 
him that is inviſible, it is 


Chriſtthat drawes neere unty | 


God for his friends. obs 20, 

17.” and' they draw ncereto 

God by Chriſt. Zeb. 10. r9, 

The application 271, | | 
ew fue The application of this 
2 point is fourefold, the firſt is 

1, for inſtruction in/two pattk 


 Gynderibi®eujars. Firſt,'it teacherhthe 


ana anima 
wnde tibi hoc, 


unde cibi koc, dignity Of the Saints, Se- 
z(tjmabilisglo» CONdly, the duty. of the 
ene 97 Saints, Firſt their (3) digni- 
in quem deſide- ry, David thought it a 
 Proſyicere?unde dignity tO match into the 
1 ry . 
ſtocke of Saul that was King 


fe ſporſus ruus 
enjus pylcrits- of Iſrael, I Sam, I 8. I $: who 


dinem So] & 


Lung miranur-. ay F ofwg oreater HOAGUT and | 


«sd cujus nurum . f » - La CY , - . -" 

mniverſa mr: "dignity 1015 "tO matclz/ 1nto 
2-Den, 1. pJ. the ftocke of Godeven unto 
Byif:re his 
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his ovely begotten-ſoane, and 
ſ{oto be - calledi1 the. Kings 
daughter, P ſal. q'5; The Kings 
Spouſe and ' beloved ;- well 
may the. ſoule enter into. an 
holy admiration -of this fa- 
vour; and cry out with - che 
Pſalmiſt, Lord nhat 1s man > 


| þ or the Sonne of man that thou 


ſo regardeſt bjm, and baſt crow- 
ned him with ſo great; a: fa- 
your, as. to bee called the 
Spouſe of Chriſt ; who-(as 
Abigail ſayd' to! David offe- 


ring matriage) Iam not wor- 


thy-to waſh the feete of the 
Lords: Servants. - It - was 'a 
oreat dignity: for R#tb1to. bee 
eſpouſed to Boaz but a grea= 
ter: honour and: favour for a 


-paore {oule! to be Rm = b: - 


Chriſtwboſe nature i9g909- ..” 
acfle; whoſe greatneſle 13-ih- 
8? finite- 
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Zo 


fa Ad «10140 1- 
GMT THe aver 
Zx4rm $1218) 0 
Arimft. 1. 8.0cv. 


finirenefſe, whoſe power:is 
omnipotencie, whoſe worke 
is mercy, whoſe anger” 15/ju- 
ſtice, whoſe throne is ſubli- 
mity, whoſe will is equity, 
whoſe life is felicity', and 
whoſe age is cternity. [Let 
the heavens ſtand amazed at 
this honour and favour with: 
out compariſon, Secondly, 
this point teacheth rhe duty | 
of the Saints, that: ſceing 
they are - the Spouſe of 
Chriſt. Firſt then they muſt 
adorne themſelves that-Chriſt 
may takedelight in them, all 
delight proceedes from-ſome 
correſpondencie-/-in comet: 


neſſe, affeRion, and ation, 
The Heathen: (Y; Philoſo- 

coald -fay thardiflimili- | 
tude:of manners; 2nd divet- | 


Mo fityof caniage —_ 


| 
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ther to beget or preſerve love 
and delight : fo that Chriſt 
may take content and delight 
in his Saints eſpouſed unto- 
himſelfe, they. muſt adorne 
themſelveswhereby they may 
-becomelike unto him, hee 1s 
cloathed- with holinefle and 
righteouſneſſe as with a gar- 
ment, he is full of beauty and 
enamouring comelineſle, that 
like then may rejoyce in like, . 
the foule. muſt bee adorned 
that Chrift- may ſay of the 
ſoule as Sampſon did of Dal/- 
lah, Tadp. 14. 3: She pleaſeth 
we well,this the ? ſalmiſt byeet-- 
Iy-expreffeth, Pal. 45. 14+ 
The Kings: « er ſhall bee- 
brought unto the King in 4 ray- 


ment of ntedleworke, fb ſhall t 


King; that is Chrift, zake plea-, © 


fire nybey braury Af it be as '\ 
fare ncber eau) fra: 
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ked what this needleworke of 
divers colours is, I anſwere 
not any outward ornament 
mentioned Eſa 3.18. 19.20, 
not thar ſtrange apparell con- 
demned by the Prophet, 


| 01) inert 6 Zephan, 1.8.(!) Theſe outward. 


irdVpgerior Aces 
en, rr Ornaments are aot the orna- 
XaN.uc To £76 


rare cons MentS wherewith Chriſts 
E992". Spouſe muſt be cloathed, 
that Chriſt may takedelight 


FU y wyaines 
we x7 ©p2 = 
KaTwy $U TEE ids 
a; To ww Civ 
Orptyor T5 3 
Wap Arif 
l. 2. Oecon0m. 
© bo 


many times more deformed 
' in the fight of Chriſt, theſe 
are the worlds Livery, which 
the ſervants of the world for 
the moſt part. are cloathed 
withall,thereforethe P ſalmuft, 
Pſal. 45.13: exprefſcth what 
the ornaments of Chriſts. 


(m) F.tow h d- 


in her, theſe make the ſou'e: 


Spouſe are: .7 he Kings daugh- | 


fe coniebora. C7 15 all glorious mithin,. the 
TE we Barns 
Ater 103 Gare 


(*) Sepruagintriead thewords 
| 52-5, 


— 
. 


; 


CA Ee ———— 


| 
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thus; A theglory of the Kings 

daughter ts within, A beleever 

in outward appearance hath 

little glory, therefore the 

Church complaines.' Cart. 1. 

5-1 am blacke but comely,blacke 

inthe opinion of the world 
not ſeeing my beauty which 02 paicknate, 


is inward; blacke through Foverals 


perſecution and theſcorching idee is ſotus 


flames thereof, but comely ch.quietvic- 
in the eyes of Chriſt, who 715% "im. 
lookes on my inward beauty 5 pot.net cr 
that>cannot be-ſcene bythe *©5 forms pudi- 
world: ſo then the inward {") #tg.tr.Eleg.2. 


Pa chrirudo wa 


ornaments wherewith Chriſts &: bonavita, 
Spouſe muſt adorne her ſelfe jttrechuine, 
are the heavenly diſpoſitions, 107 preciofs 


—_ i1bus, ſed 
.vertues, qualities, and graces bonis _— 
Wy non pulchrits- 
of the foale, AS bumility, dine carmo, ſed 
meekeneſſe, temperance, cha- Jncarinn4ine 


ſtitie, brotherly kindnefle, ewdbenfels. 


heavenly mindedneſle, = Ezck.16b. 9. 


102 
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' the like. This theApoſtleinti 


mates, Col. 3.12. 13. Put on 
therefore as the cleft of God, hol 
and beloved, bowels of wercies, 
kindneſſe, humbleneſſe of minds, 
meekeneſſe, long ſuffering, Ge. 
put on, the word in the origi- 
nall is wwCavr, ut 08 as'2 
garment or ornament, and the 
garment it ſelfe is a concati- 
nation of graces, a troope of 
heavenly vertues; as mercy, 
' kindneſle, humility, &c. this 
Is the needle worke of divers 
colours wherewith the Kings 
daughter muſt bee adorned 
when ſhe is preſcnted tothe 
_ : called a needle worke 
of divers colours, in regard 


4 


eos 


holind 


Cors 


of the variety of graces that | jus 
this needle-worke conſiſts of, | jel; 
as alſo noteing the glory of | ther 


this ornament of grace and 


holt- | - 


mig 


—_ rote] 


EY 
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-INtÞ |holinefſe, for as diverſity of 
'# 8 | colours in needleworke, fo 
-h#h | variety of graces make a ſoule 
| wore beautifull and glori- 
2mde, | ous, every grace having its 
Sc. | diftin& beautyand luſter, and 
Tg | all of them being joyned to- 
a3'2 | gether in one ſoule, one grace 
I the | gives a glory unto another,all 
Cat | of them together ſhining in 
| the ſoule, like ſo many dia» _ 
ICY, | monds in a Ring, Secondly, * 
this | thisreacheth the Saints, a ſe- 
V8 | cond duety to preferve their 
ngs | fpirituall chaſtitie, and tocars 
rythemſclves as pute virgines 
the | towards their husband Chriſt: 
rke | the Apoſtle tels the belceving, 
ard | Corinrhians, that he was jea- 
hat | Jous over them. with godly 
of, | jaloufte;for he had eſpouſed 
'of | themto one husband, tharhe 
might preſent "them as a 2 Cox ry. 


chaſte 
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chaſte virgin to Chriſt, and 
this jealouſie that Paul had 


over the beleeving Corinthians, 


ſhould cvery beleeving ſoule | 


———— nn 


devill, 


theadt 
if the 
pride, 

Il « 


have over it ſelfe, that Chriſt | ſhall 


may bave no occaſion to bee 
jealous of the ſou!es entire 
affe&tion to himſelfe alore: 


thou f 
ken Ut 
with 1 


therefore more than ordinari- | therec 
(o) Siſulcepe- ly vigilant muſt the Saints be | tedw] 
t 


Ti:, © homo, In 
eubili animz 


Sake" to avoyd ſpirituall fornicati- 
retricata eſt a- on, which 1s (0) committed 


nima tua cum 


diabolo, & ſpi- When the ſoule proſiitutes it 
ritus ir&,fi invi. 


diz,fi ſuperbiz, 1E1{C TO the leaſt ſinne; and en- 
a inpadciriz  tertaines the leaſt luſt with 
ad animam ru- COnſent and delight. If thou 


am, & receperis 4 ke | . 
enw,be conſen- ſhalt receive,ſaith Or:gen,into 
eris ei loquen- 

ti, & in —__ the chamber of thy oule the 
tuo deleRatns 

fucris bis, que tidi ſecundum ſuam- mentem ſaggerit, merttri. 
catns cs cum Co, Origen bom. 1 3. i» Levit.c. 2. Inuulla par- 
te oportet virginem adulteram eſe, non lingua, non auribus, 
non oculo, non alio omnino ſenſu, imo neque cogi 


SO quidem yelut templum-quoddam aut Calewan 
ſpeak 


abeatprepatatum, Befl. L de were w1rge 


de- 


cation, | 


at are eſpouſed to Chriſt, | thoug 


mit 4 
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, and |devill, thy foule hath played 

' had |theadulterefle with the devil, 

4ans, |if the ſpirit of anger, envie, 

oule | pride, immodeſtie and the like 

hriſt | ſhall enter into thy ſoule,and 

\ bee | thou ſhalt entertaine and hear» 

tire | ken unto it, and be delighted 

Ye: | with it and the ſuggeſtions 

nari- | thereof, thou haſt commit- 

$ be | tedwhoredome with it. Al- 

nt, | though the ſoule may com- 

ati- | mit ſpirituall adultery with 

ted | anyſinne, yet more hainouſly 

S it | with <d three particular 

et- | linnes.. 

ith | - Firſt, with (?)Idolatrie, for - 

10u | of this God proſeſſeth him- (2) Hololaria 
to | ſelfetobea jealous God, 7/ay fpiriculisani. 
the | 42.8. 1 492 Tehovah and my glo- Panraotg A 
i. | Ty wllnet [priveto another, and "mug _—_ 
pr- | of this doth the Lord often 

= | complaine that his people 

1 , had. gone a whoring after 

le | ..:.;, [dolls 
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(9) Mundl a. 


mor & Dei, pa- 


riter in two 

corde cohabi- 
tare non poſ- 
funt,quemad- 
modum iidem 
ocali coelum 

yaricer &rer- 


ran nequagai this the Apoſtle Tames cle | 
bw ae 

Mb 
quiſquis eſt au- 
hor) libro de 
cuodecim abu- 
fonibus gradu. 
%, 


——_—_—— 


| C—_— EE 


1dolls and firangegods.Levir, |theref 
17. 7. Ezek. 6.9. Neitheris |the' w 
there any one kinde- of Spi- | God, 
rituall fornication mored with't 
ſtaſtfull to the Brideſgroome | more 
e 


of the ſoule, than for rhe ſoule 
to bedifiled with this finne, 
therefore Ezev. 36. 28; tis 
joyned with filchineſſe, from 
all your filhineſſe, and from al 


Jour Idolls, will I cleanſe you,\ * 


ſaith the Lord. 
Second:y, with covetoul- 
nefle and inordinate (4) love 


of the world, this is the fe | 


cond ſinne with which the 
{oule more hainouſly com- 
mits ſpirituall fornication: 


reth, James 4. 4. Ye adulterer \ 
and aultereſſer, know yee mt © 


that the frien1ſhip of the world 1, 
enmity with God > whoſoeve! 
there- 


— - 


— 
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.evi, therefore will bee a friend of 


her is | the: world is an cnemie of 


Spi- | 


God, this ſpirituall adultery 


edi | with the world is ſo much 
one | more" grievous than carnall 


oule 


adulterite; by how much 
God, who is contemned ts 
more great and excellent than 
manto whom awite hath be- 
trothed her ſelfe. 

- 'Athird finne is corporall 
uncleanneſſe, 1 Cor. 6. I5. 


. | the'Apoftle ſhewes this,afhr- 


ming that a man by this {1nne 


takes the members of Chrift 


and: makes them the mem- 
bers of an Harlot : this ſinne 
by Gods owne verdict takes 


then the duty ofthe Saints, as 
toavoyd all ſin; ſoeſpecially 
theſe 


- | "away the heart. Hoſes 4. It. - 
and ſo alienates the affection 
fromthe Lord Jeſus. Behold 


cheſe three. finnes with which 
eſpecially. and more grie- 
vouſly, the. ſoule commits 
ſpirituall fornication; as'ak 
ſo to preſent themtfe]ves as 
chaſte (*)virgines to the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift their - deareſt 
brideſgroome : This point its | 
ftrucs: the Saints:in a: third | 
duty towalke before'\ Chriſt 
inal manner of well pleaſing, 
propounding Chriſts word | 
and example as a pattefneof 
their lives, This dutyof awife 
@) H'Atwn- the Heathen: (5) Philoſopha 
0:45.55, found out; affirming that 2 
9ne14246:% well ordered woman oughtto 
riuer cvrs 9 eftecme the carriage of 
»« 4x59 uSÞANd to bera Law of bir 
Su lors 15 HE 1MpDOſed by God, though | 
2 Orme. s 
mapdtyinny de 
patty ive Thez 
diva didttt ncs 
Head, 


(r) Virginitas 
ments eſt in- 
tegra fides, ſ0- 
lida ſpes,ſfince- 
ca chatitas, 
Ang. Prel 3. 52 
Iohan, 1099.9. 
? 


t 
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| 0up 


a pat 
fet 

obed 
there 
Halt 
to C] 


the w 


| obſer 


ra 
Chu 
the 
the ha 
the ey, 
hand 


God. 
SoQU 


this rule faile-in +cafe. the | his Sf 

manners of the husband be | ward, 

ungodly and corrupt, yet in | towat 
ke 


ck 
Irie- 
mits 
ak 
$ 23 
.ord 


areſt 
It 11+ | 
hird | 
briſt | 
ing; | 
yord 
10f 
waſc 
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the preſent inſtance berwixt 
Chriſt and his Spouſe it 
files not, Chriſts life being 
a patterne of purity and per- 
fet holineſfle and abſolute 
obedience in cvery particular: 

therefore faith (!) Tertullian, (4) Nophi 
Hait thou married thy ſelfe ſecundum (pon- 
to Chriſt, walkeaccording to, rem. Trem!. ce 
the will of thy husband : this 1*hnts: we 
obſervancie and pleaſing car- Chritianiſmns 
rage ; was eminent , in the vine nawrs. 
Church. ?ſal.12 3.2. Behold us poAForpin.. 
the eyes of ſervams looke unto 


phe | the hand of they Maſter, and as 
at 2 theeyes of a mayden, unto the 
htto hand of her Miftreſſe, even ſo 
| oy eyes waite upon the Lord our 
\ ber | God, Chriſt would have his 
| Spouſe tobe knowne to bee 
the | his Spouſe, even. by her out- 
d be | ward carriage,by ber holineſſe 
t in | towards God, and ri girecul 

the E- ---  _ 


—— 
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I, Syniptowe, 


neſſe towards man, by her 
meeke,humble,courteous and 
mercifull carriage towards al, 
expreſſing in her life, the life 
of her husband Chrig. 

Inthe ſecond place,the cor 
fideration of this point may 
beaground of tryall and ex- 
amination, whether a poore 
ſoule be eſpouſed to Chriſt 


orno : which it may doe by 


theſe ſeverall ſymptomes of 
this ſpirituall marriage, A 
ſoule married to Chriſt is de- 
jeted and prieved, for the 
want of the ſenſe of Chriſts 
preſence inthe ſoule. ary. 
x3. Our Saviour makes this | 
an evident 


faſts and mournes at the de- 


parture of the bridegroome. | 


roperty of the | 
Spouſe of Chriſt,” that ſhee | 


Chr: 


TheDiſciples of 7h» asked , foit 


Chriſt 


09D the Lambe. 


Chriſt why they faſted, but 
his Diſciples faſted not, 
s al, | Chriſt ſeemes- to tell theaz 
life | that they had reaſon. to-faft 
and monrne becauſe their Ma- 
cOl- | fter was now in priſon, and 
may | they deprived of his preſence, 
ex» | butas yet his.Diſciples en- 
Qore | joyed the preſence of their 
briſt | Maſter, the delightfull reſi. 
e by \ dence oftheirendeared Bride- 
s of | groome, but the time ſhould 
. A| comethat the caſe ſhould be 
s de-| altered, that I the Bride 
the  groome of their ſoules ſhall 

be taken from them, and then 
a1,9. they ſhould faſt and mourne, 
this | that being a fit time for deje- 
 the' Aion and fadneſle of heart, 
ſhee | now as it was with the Difci- 
> de- | ples of Chrift in regard of 
>me. | Chrifts corporall preſence, 
sked , foit is with every belcever in 
ri F 2 ICs 
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regard of Chriſts ſpiritzall 
preſence, they enjoyed fora 
while his corporall preſence, 
exceedingly rejoycing in'the 
fruicion of it, drinking in 
with great delight the graci- 
ous. words and faving do- 
Arinethat lowed from his 
bleſſed lippes, with great ad- 
miration, beholding hisglo- | * 
rious miracles which he did ) 
by his divine power,but when 
oncethis blefled bridegrone 
of their. ſoules was taken 
from them, it was: a dayof 
much heavinefle and ſadneſs, 
of faſting and mourning it is | 
ſo with the beleeving ſoule in | 
regard of Chriſts ſpirituall | 
preſence, ſometimes Chriſt | 
pivesthe ſouler ſenſible fee 
ling and apprehenſion of his 

Hvectelt . refidence in it, at 

- 2 3: 


glo- 
did | 


zhen 


ein | 
uall | 
rift | 
fee- 
his 


at 
ich 
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which time the ſoule takes a 
tall draught of unſpeakeable 
and - ravithing joy, at other 
times Chriſt for ſomereaſons 
beſt -knowne unto himſelfe, 


: | withdrawes himſelfe in regard 


of any ſcrſe and-feeling of his 


. | preſence by the ſoule: now 
- | this time the ſoules former 


ſongs are turned into ſighes, 
its melodie intomourning,its: 
keaſting, into faſting, all its: 
former joy. forthe preſence 
of Chriſt its Bridegroome, 
into ſaddeſt-dejeRion for the 
withdrawing of the "Bride- 
groomes preſence; hence it1s- 


| that the Spouſe of Chriſt is 


ſo-often in Scripture called 2 
Dove, which is of a mourne- 
full nature, when ſhee wants 


the Societic of her mate; of Cant 2-14. A 


E 


Chriſts 


the like carriage is 
Lot” Spouſe 


ſay 38.14. j 
fay 58. 11+ 
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Cant. Jo Te A+ Zo 


genes. 


Spouſe in the abſence of 
Chriſt, ſeethe Churches car- 
riage, Cazt.3, 1, 2,3. By night 
07 - bed 7 forks kins wins 
my ſoule leved, 1 ſought bim, but 
1 found him not, By night, that 
is, by ſolitary and deepeſt 


meditation, «por my bed, that | 
is, when ſhee thought her | 


ſelfe ſure of her beloved, 


poſing him tobe with her, ſhe | 


miſſeth his company, then 
the by her meditation and 


yer, falls a ſeeking of him | 
findes him not :doth ſhe | 


not fit ſtill as content” to bee 


her bridegrocme > No, ſhee 
now reſolves to ariſe andto 
poe about the Citie and the 


ſtrettes, (noteing her dg | 
om 


ſearch) ao ſecke him w 
her ſoule loved, and yer ſhee 
4  -findes 


till a 
deprived of the' preſence of berk 


inth 
rate 
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findes him not, will the yet 
leave off enquiring having 
loft ſo much labour? No,the 
reſolves upona third enquiry 
after Chriſt of the Watch- 
men, and keepers, to wit, of 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
yet not finding Chriſt ſhe is 
yet impatient of Chriſts de- 
lay and abſence, neither the 


| ſociety of her brethren, or 


of Miniſters could comfort 
her troubled ſpirit for the 


| want of Chtiſt, and therefore 
| ſheſtillperſiſts in her ſeeking 


—— 


till at laſt ſhee found him to- 
her ſoules refreſhing ;' behold 
inthis inſtance the true Cha- 
rafter of the Spouſe of 
Chriſt, that ſhee is affeted 
with the loſſe of his preſence! 
and will not be ſatisfied with- , 
outthe fruition of it againe. 
F4 Would 


nn 
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wouldſt thou then, O doubt- 
full ſoule, be aſſured that thou 
art eſpouſed to Chriſt : exa- 
mine how thy heart flands 
affected for the want of 
the inward apprehenfion of 
Chriſts preſence in thy ſoule, 


if wanting Chriſts reſidence | 
thou canſt be of a cheerefull | 
heart, ofa careleſle mindeto- 

wards Chriſt,of a {low and fe- | 


cure carriage inſeekingothim 
in his Word, Sacraments, or 


any other of his Ordinances, | 


it 1s an evident figne as yet | 


thou never enjoyeſt ſuch an 
husband as Chriſt, who afcer 
his eſpouſalls witli the ſonle 
leaves ſuch an impreſſion of 
his love, and ſuch aliking of 
his preſence aud communi- 
on, that let the ſoule bee de- 
Prived butawhile of Chriſti 


Can- 


— 


I ———- 
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« | cannot reſt till it hath gotten 


him againe by the neareſt em- 
bracings of Faith. 

A ſecond ſymptome of 
this Spirituall marriage 1s 
this, as it may be diſcovered 
bythe affeCtion of ſorrow, as 


| inthe firſt place, ſo by the at- 
| fkefion of defire. - A. ſoule 


married to Chriſt hath aloh- 
ging defire of full communi- 
onwith Chriſt in heaven; as 
a woman . batroathed to an 


| husband longs for the actuall 
| and publicke. ſolemniſing of 


her eſpouſalls, when ſhe may 
enjoy that familiar ſociety 
with him as to live in one 
houſe, cate at one table,fleepe 
inone bed, and to bee unto 
him his boſome friend: it 1s 
ſowith Chriſts ſpouſe being 
once. betrothed to him, ſhee 
F's5 de- 


#s- 
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deſires the confummarion of 
the marriage in heaven, where 
ſhe may reſt and repoſe her 
ſelfe,ina more rcere commu- 
non, in. the armes and bo- 
ſome of Jeſus Chriſt : al- 
though the ſoule bee betro- 
thed unto Chriſt upon earth, 


C— 


yet the fellowſhip is not fo 


grcar, and communion fo in- 


timate with Chriſt upon ) 


earth, as the ſoule (hall 
have with Chriſt in hez-. 


Yen, 
Hence Saint (*) Bernard 
afirmes that in this lik 
te) Tam ae. Fe marriage dinner is 
fponfazaes ill, Onely celebrated , but in 
nm heaven the marriage Supper 


Avuptiarnm 
pra ndium cele- 
ratur; nam 


ezlo paratur, 


B-r2. Serm.2, ties and be ſatisfied even to 


Dom. 1. pe8. _—_ . Ty" . 
27334, © a ſpirituall inebriation, with 
the 


is prepared, where the ſoule 
cava quidemin ſhall be fed with rarer dais 


| 


the Lambe, 


the fulneſſe of Gods houſe. es 


In this life, whilſt the Marrie 
agedinner is only celebrated, 
there may be want of wine,as 
at the Marriage of Cana 1n 
Galilee, Chriſt himſelfe being 


. | preſent, but not at the Marri- 


age ſupper in heaven, though 
| In Can yet not in Canaanas» 
| bove. 

At the Marriage in Ca- 
| va of Galilee, although the 


mother of Jeſus told him of rot +. 4+ opex 
the want of wine, that hee ** 


might ſee the ſcarcity ſupply- 
ed; yet Chriſt anſwered her. 
his houre was not yet come, that 
is, the convenient time of do- 
ing that Miracle was not yet 
| come; but when the Maſter 
of the Feaſt and Brideproome 
beganto be aſhamed of their 
ſcarcity, and that the Mirac'e 
might 
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mightthe better be taken no- 


tice of, then Chriſt gave him 


plenty enough. 1n like man-: 


ner in this life, whilſt the 
marriage :dinner laſts, there 


may be want of wine, that is, | 
want of the ſenſe of Chriſts | 
preſence, his favour-and love, | 
and therefore the Spouſe cry- | 


eth, Cant. 2.5. Stay me with 
Flaggons, and the reaſon is,be- 
cauſe the houre is not yet 
come when Chriſt uſeth to 


_ ee ett 


give the ſoule ſuch plenty, but | 


he reſerves that plenty for 
heaven, when he fills the 
ſoule with the wine of incon- 
ceivable plcafure and joy. in 


his preſence, when hee will | 
turne all the waters of affli- . 


Etions, into the wine of con- 
ſolation, and rhe ſoule ſhall 
have acccſſe ro Chriſt, the 


foune ? 


——__ <_— 
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fountaine of all comforts, 
there to fill ana ſatisfie it ſelfe 
with what the heart 1s.capable 
of, there being. then a more 
intimare communion be. 
twixt Chriſt anda beleever in 
heaven, than upon catth, a 
more intimate fellowſ{hipand 
2 fuller participation of that 
unſpeakeable content that the 
ſoule takes in Chriſt; the 
ſoule cannor but (») long for 
and defirewith Paulto be dif- &), Qemad. 


modum Iaco- 


ſolved and to be with Chriſt: bus magna cum 


. 4 alacrtare mj- 
with 7acob it cannot but waite gravit in geyp- 


tan ut 1b1 vide 


for the Salvation of God : \etyioriam 10. 
with $2009 1t cannot but de- {<phi. Gen. 45. 


18. ſic nos ad 


ſire to depart in peace, where c#lum prope:e- 


mus ut 1b1 vide- 


it may ſee Chriſt face to face, aus gloriam 
and never loſe that beatificall 111, eu 7 


viſion of him againe. Hence 4; 192%;,,.. 
was it that good (*) Alonica faciemus? cur 


ON ©cyUus Mi- 


, n 
the mother of Anonſlize cry- gramus?curnon 


hinc avolamus? 
cd, 


- *% ” 
fe 
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ed, what doe we here > why 
depart we not ſwifter » why 


flyewenot away from hence? | 
Hence was it that her ſonne | 


- (9) Moridefi- 


ou videam (1) Auguſtine ſayd, I defireto 
Chriſtum ſalu- dye, that I may ſee Chriſt 


rare meum ;Vi- 4 . 
vere renuo ut IMY Saviour, I refule tO live, 
m riito . . * 
vivan. Gem. . that I may live with Chriſt, 


harm. Evang. pe 


=o It-is with a beleeving ſoule in | 
this life, as with a'man in a | 
journey 1n a ſtrange Country, 
who thoughat his Inne,where | 


he lodgeth, he hath a warme 
Chamber, good fire, whole- 
ſome vicoalls, a ſoft and re- 
freſhing bed,yet he is ever and 
then thinking on home, his 
thoughts and mcditations © 
verand then ſpeaking thus 
within him : true it is, I have 
agood lodging, kinde enter- 
tainement, wholefome viu- 
alls, but what areall theſe to 


my 


wy 
= 
Py 


the 6 ak 


Why | my fare at home, my bed at 
why | home, to the ſociety of my 
nce? | wifeand children at home, 
Ne | home though homely is ever 
eto | in his minde, ever in his de= 
iſt | fires: ſit is witha Chriſtian 
ive, | eſpouſed to Chriſt, thovgh 
ſt, | he enjoyes a confluence of 
ein | alloutward eomforts, though 
N 2 | hee takes great. delight in 
try, | this life, and as it were 
e&e | frimmes in all worldly con- 
me | tentments ; having a loving 
le- | wife, dutifull children, faith- 
re- | full ſervants, his barves ſtuft 
nd | with graine, his paſtures 
!S | flockt abundantly with Oxcn 
& | andſheepe, his coffers reple- 
S- | niſhed with the moſt prects 
'& . ous of metalls, ſo that hee 
f=  hckes nothing that can give 
an honeſt heart content, yet 
) | he cannot bur bee ever and 
n then: 


—_r————_— 
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then thinking within. him- | could 
ſelfe, I have wife, children, | from 
lands, livings, but what. are | Chri 
theſe tothe ſocicty with my | © In 
ſiveeteſt Saviour, and moſt | ritual 
delightfull Bridegroome; de-- | by th 
ſiring to leave all to bee with | A fc 
Chriſt which is beſt of all, | lovet 
Examine thy heart, O ſoule, | ance: 
by this property. Is thereany | true]: 
thing in the world ſo deare | her 
unto thee, be it wife, ſonne or | frien 
daughter, land or houſe, yea | are | 
life xt ſelife, that thou art not | dear 
content to leave, that thou | who 
mayſt have that intimate | ance 
communion with Chriſt in | Chr 
heaven? Thou :mayſt juſtly | Firf 
fearethou never waſt eſpou- | 
{d ro Chriſt, neither ever | the 
badſtany acquaintance with | the 
him, for if thou hadſt, the | ish 
beſt. of worldly excellencies Ch 
| could | 


——__— 


welds 
Um- 
ren, 
Fare 


my 
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could not reraine thy ſoule 


| from a defire to bee with 
| Chriſt in heaven. 

- Inthethird place,this Spy- 3. Smprone. 
aok | rituall marriage 1s diſcovered ons 
 de-. | bythe affeQion of love. (t) 


vith | A foule married to Chriſt 


all. | loveth all that have any alli #2: 0ccmmes. 


ule, 
any 
ﬀare 
> Of 
yea 
not 
10U 
ate 
in 
tly 
2U- 
ver 


he 


es 


ance with Chriſt. A wife that * 


| truely loves her husband,loves 


| 


| her husbands kindred and 
| friends, in like manner 


are the friends of Chriſt 
deare unto his Speuſe: now 
who they be that have alli- 
ance and friendſhip with him 
Chriſt himſelfe declares. 
Firſt, thi#t thoſe are his bre- 
thren, Marke 3. 35. who-doe 


| thewill of God, whoſe Fa- 
11:08 


ther is his Father,whoſe God 
is his God;and for his friends 
Chriſt ſhewes. who they be; 


Id F Tohn 


4 
KoS ou mmHovn , 


——— - # |—— W 
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CE 


Tohn 15.14. Te are my friend; yoote 
of ye doe whatſocver I command |the wrt. 
uw : aS it was betwixt choſe |zs in | 
phat and Ahab. 2 King. 3. 7, | mayeſi 
when they agreed togetherto | ferie al 
gocagainſt oab to battell, | of Cl 
lehoſaphat ſayd, IT amas thou | Spoul 
@rt, my people as thy people, my | not bY 
horſes as h, hoyſes, ſo is it with | and c 
all the members of Chriſt | friend 
that are eſpouſed to him, | forgr 
Chriſts cauſe is their com» | indu 
mon cauſe, Chriſts friends | porit 
their friends, embracing | of ( 
Chriſt with the deareſt affe- | fame 
Aion, and mutually one ano- | thou 
ther for Chriſts ſake. Bythis 
mayeſt thouexaminethyſelf | tho 
whether thou beeſt eſpouſed fort 
to Chriſt or not, to wit; by - | ſeef 
thy love to all thoſe that ſtand: | * ] 
in the ſame relationto Chriſt | (ids 
as thou doſt: ſeeſt rhou 4 | for 


poore 


— 
. : 


T— 
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und; yoore member of Chriſt, m 
mand |the wrinckles of whoſe face, 
boſs | in ſo many lines, thou 
3- 7. | mayeſt read LeQures of mi- 
to | ferie and want;here is a friend 
tell, | of Chriſt, if thou beeſt the 
thou | Spouſe of Chriſt, thou canſt 
| ®) | not but have ſome pitty,love, 
vith | and compaſſion on this his 
Yiſt | friend, ſeeft thou any eminent 
11M, \ forgrace,holy in life frequent: 
Om» | induty, zealous for picty and 
nds = of heart, this isa friend 
ing | of Chriſt, ſtanding in the 
fle- | fame relation -to Chriſt, as 
No | thou doeſt, if thou beeſt ef- 
his | poufed to him, and therefore 
elf | thou canft not but love him 
ed forthe image of Chriſt thou 
by - | ſeeſt in him- 

nd Inte third place,the con- 
iſt | Gderation of this point ſerves 
2 | for conſolation to Chriſts 
re Spouſe 


Pſe ;. 
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Spouſe in many particulars, contir 
Firſt againſt the clamour of |hroket 
the guiltof ſinne. . Chriſt bee /reſk ct 
ingan husband to. the” Soule | cuſatic 
undertakes all its debts: the | have 
Widdow of the Prophet. >» |Chrif 
Kings 4.1.2. complainesthat | the ſo 
the Creditour was come to | dertal 
take her ſonnes captives; but | znd d 
the Spouſe of Chriſt ncedes | Conf, 
feare no ſuch arreſt of any | when 
creditour, the ſoule bath ms | ;.460 
ny. creditours that out. of | &ion 
Chriſt it is ſubject: and lya | then 
ble to ſatisfie : the Law ar- | anſy 
reſts the ſoule, with a curſed | hath 
every one that contnueth mt | the [ 
in all things that areqwritien.m ont 
the Law to ave them, Gal. 3319; belee 
Againe Conſcience -arreſts \ my | 
the ſoule and - ſeconds the | me,v 
Law with this aflumption, | dow: 
that the ſoule hath net | yd; 
| CON- \ 


—— 
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alars, continued in- the Law but 
ur of |broken it : the Devill will ar- 
lt de- /reſt the ſoule with many ac- 
Oule | cufations.; Death and Hell 
: the | ave their arreſts too, bur 
Tt. 2 ||Chriſt being the husband of 
that | the ſoule, becomes the un- 
E to | dertaker for all theſe arreſts 
; but | 2nd debts by ſinne, Sathan, 
edes | Conſcience, Death, or Hell; 
ay \ when the Law ſhall urge its 
IM& | ;rgped!xxjey And rIgOrOUS: Cxan 

of | tion of perfe& obedience, 


ly2 | then may the beleeving ſoule - 


T- | anſyere, my husband 'Chriſt 


4s | hath payd it for me : when 
mt the Law.calls for penalty up= 


M4 | onthe violation of it ſelfe,the 
19 beleever may anſwere, Chrift 
ſts | my husband hath payd it for 
he me,who1s made unto me w!/- 
MN, | domerighteouſnes, ſanftification, 
Ot | andredemption,& 2s the Apoſite 

$ ſpeakes 


£30 


Mi 
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Phlem, v.18. 


ſpeakes,1 T:m.2.6. gave him- 
ſelfe not onely re» but &. 
.-navrezy 2 raniome, but acoun- 
ter-ranſome for all my finnes, 
and thus inall other arrefts 
may the ſoule ſtop alt in 
Chriſt: ſo that as good Of 
21 was loath to returne to 
his Maſter Philer:0n,rowhom 
oncehe had beene an unpre- 


fitable ſervant, but when once | 


he knew that Pa«[ had written 
his Epiſtle to Ph:l-mon,to tell 


him that whatſoever Onefimu | 


owed himhe ſhould ſet it on 
Pauls \core, Oneſimus might 
then with boldneſle returne 
to his Maſter Ph:lemoxagaine: 
in like manner a poore ſoule 
confidering how it hath of- 
fended God, is loath tocome 
before or into his preſence: 
but when it conſiders againe 


that 


that vi 
ted to 


| and 

more 
| marr 
| hurt 
| mies 
ſpiri 
Chr 


cauſ 
' 


Wi 


f 
Ut aps 


hom 
Pro: 
ONce } 
Rten 
tell 
mu 
it on 
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that whatſoever it 1s indeb- 


ted to God itis ſet an Chriſts 
{core , then may the ſoule 
with boldnefle goe to God, 
and ftop the . mouth of all 
accuſers in the world, who 
can lay nothing to the charge 
of Gods ele, ſeeing it is 
God that juſtifieth, 
Secondly, this may com« 
fort the ſoule againſt the feare 
of ſpirituall enemies, the wife 
that hath a rich and powerfull 
husband , thinkes her felfe 
ae from reproaches,injuries, 


ight | and abuſes of others: farre 
urne | More ſafe is the ſoule that 1s 
ine: | married to Chriſt, from being 
ouſe | hurt by the attempt of ene- 


of- | mies, or by any aſſaults ofany 


ſpirituall adverſaries, for 
Chriſt is able to vindicatethe 
cauſe of his oppreſſed Spoule 

to 


Ame 


ICC: 
INC 


hat 
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Dy. 


Ruth, 3-3.0PC- 
ned. 


tathe urmolt. Prote&ionsy 
one priviledge the wife hath 
by her husband , therefore 
faith Ruth to Boaz, Spread thy 
Skirt over thine handmaide, for 
thou art aneere kinſman: Spread 
thy skirt over me, that is, be my 
protector in being my hus- 
band; Chriſt will not be wan. 
ting to his Spouſe in any | 
comfort or ſuccour that A 
wife expects from her hus- 
band, much lefle in proteRi- 
on, one of the meaneſt duties 
of a loving husband, there 
fore Ee. 16. 8. when once 
the time was, the time of love 
betwixt the Lord and his 


.4 
people, he ſaith, he ſpread his | felfef 


of dai 
hell i 


I9 


Skirt overhis people, and co | tg hi 


vered their nakednefle; let 
thenthe Spouſe of Chriſt be 


dayly aſſaulted by Sacha, 


the 


de 


any | 
at 2 
hus- 
eat 
1ties 
NEree 
Once 
love 

bis 

I his | 


4 


y 


a] 
the 
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the world, and the remainder 
of corruption, - and - let the 
foule goeto Chriſt,as Recb 
to Boaz, ' Spread thy tkirt over 
thy ſervant, for thou art my 
husband, Lord, and Mafter, 
and the Spoule of Chriſt 
ſhall be ſafe under the wings 
of Chriſt,that all the powers 
ofdarkeneſſe, and powers of 
hell it ſelfe, ſhall not be able 
to pull * Chriſts Spouſe” out 
of his Armes./!' © 

This tnay comfort the bes 
leeving ſoule, that being once 
eſpouſed it ſhall be for ever 
eſpouſed ro Chriſt, Hoſea 2. 
' 19. Twill berroth thee unto ”y 
| ſelfefor ever,faith the Lord un- 
| to his 
be raw of her husband 
Elimeleeþ in aftrange land, be- 
cauſe: —_ aman ſab 


je& 


people. Naom Way gu 
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jeRta.the ike: mortality. as 
allof his bwne fpectes are;bue 
the 'foule! once married (to | kno 
Chriſt can never bee deprived | Coy 
ofhim, who being both God | gray 
and man,1s he who was, and 
15s,and ſhall be unto all eter 
nity, ſo that 'which Bahylm | (not 
ſayd ina proud and preſump- | Ggq 
ruous manner, Eſay 47: 8. [ of a 
ſhall not ſee widdow-hood, that | fouls 
upongood-grounds andnot | him, 
preſumptuouſly. may; the | geq 1 
foule eſpouſed. to Chrift at- | tjon 
-7> -<Ffirmeof it ſelfe: I ſhall it | a C 
as 'Queene and never ſuffer | marr 
ſpirituall Widdow-hood;fo | certa 
that the condition of belee- | pired 
vers in this marriage eſtate | nowy] 
with Chriſt, is farre better | cove! 
than that of Adam in Pare» | die! | 
diſe,” Man-in his: innotendie | ping- 
wes! eſpouſed/:to '- Gody! but | conc! 


then 
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D 
[0 
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Y-28 | then God left in man a power 
52k | rodiffolvethis matrimoniall 
't0 | knot, and man breaking the 
wed Covenant rhere was a dvorce 
30d | drawne, now Godis ſo farre 
and | pleaſed out of his ſuper-abun- 
t&- | dant mercy and compaſſion: 
2m | (not robe found in any buta T** 3%: 
mp- | God infinitely good) to treat 
8. [| of a ſecond marriage tothe 

that | ſoule of man divorced from: 
na | him,which marriage 1s groune 

the | ded upona more ſure founda- 
 af- | tion even npon Chriſt, and 
| fit | in Chriſt heis pleaſed robee 
affer | married tothe mags. for a; 
d;fo | certaine timeto be at laſt ex+- 
lee | pired; but for all eternitie, not 
ſtate | nowleavingthe Matrimonial 
ter | covenants 11 mans Own cuſto» 
ara* | die, but undertaking the-kee-; 
ne | ping'of them himſelfe. - To 

;D8t | conclude this, if it be ſuch an 
then G 2 hap- 


L36 


—_ 
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(4) Fzlices ter 
& amplius quos 
irrupta tenec 
copula,nec ma - 


lis divulſus que- 
r:moniis ſupre- 
ma citids ſolvir 


' anur dic. Hor, 


happic "thing for mu and 
wifels to live together; that 
the bond of love benot bro- 
ken till death it felfe doth 
breake it, then farre greatcr 
happinefle and comfort for a 


. beleeving (oule rothinke,that 


Ve 4. 


bethe Spouſe of Chriſt, hr 
0 7 ay Ex S (#) 


this bondof Spirituall wed- 
lockeſhall not be broken by 
death it ſelfe, but renune 
indiſfolveable to all eterni- 
tie, 

In the fourth place this 
point ſerves for exhortatio.. 
It may be a ground of pet- 
ſwaſion to every one that i5as 
yetan atiant from 7ſ/ael, a 


ftranger from God, from his | 


promiſes, his Chriſt, that he 
wouldaccept of Jeſus Chriſt 
to be: the husband of his 
ſoiule,. ani fo his ſoule may 


ſo ba 
ving 
and | 
Cor 
and < 
mad 


by S 


29, 

ſelfe 
gr00! 
the Fo 
Chr; 
that 

then 
then 


mig] 


| wg! 
miſte! 


— 
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ſo bave intereſt 1n all the ſa- 

ving promiſes of the Goſpell, 
and be made a member.ofithe 
Common- wealth of 1ſtae/, 
and of cne that was a farre off 
made nigh to God in Chrift 


by Spiritvall alliance. John.3. 


29, the Baptiſt ftiles him» 
ſelfe a friend of the. Bride- 
grOOME. 2: Cor. 11. 2. Paulas 
the mere or ſpokeſman,of 


| Chriſt, tells: the. Corrmthians 


that - he; was jealous over 
thew, for he had eſpouſed 
them to one husband that he 
mightpreſent them as a chaſte 


| Wrgin to Chriſt; -Every Mi- 
| niſfter ofthe Goſpellwith the 


Baptiſt ſhould bea friend of 
the Bridegoome, with Paula 
ſpokeſman for Chriſt, this the 
Apoſtle ſheweth, 2 Cor. 5. 
26. that heand the reſt of his 
G 3 funQion 


-- _ 


| —_ —— 


_— 
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fun&tion were Ambaſſadors 
for Chriſt, as though Chriſt 
didentreate others. by them 
to be reconciled to him. for 
as great perſons, as Empe- 
rours and Kings, dwelling in 
remote places from the vir- 
gin Ladies whom they would 
eſpouſe unto themſelves,ſend 
entreaties of marriage b 

their Ambaſſadors, who v 

to carry their lively piQures 
and portratures of their per- 
ſons, and ſo preſent them to 
the women they deſire to be 
eſpouſed unto: in like man- 


ner the Lord Jeſus rhe great | 
King, whole Throneendureth | 
forever, and whoſe Scepteris | 


a right Scepter., kecping his 
Court in heaven and that be- 
mg his glorious Throne 
where his chiefe reſidence bs, 
an 


þ-— 
Wou! 


poin 


Fs 
Ms | 
| 
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and his greateſt glory difplay- 
ed, he offering conditions of 
Marriage to poore ſoules; 
ſends them by the Miniſters 


» | of the Goſpell his Ambaſ 


fadors , and. hath put into 
their hands the word of his 
Goſpell (Chriſts love Letter) 
in which his glorious cxcel- 
ſencies and treaſures of in- 


comparable benefits,dwellirg 


iohim in a plentifull manner 
xe evidently ſer forth, which 
the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt 
opening and declaring to the 
people, cannot but ſhew forth 


the excellencies of his per- 
| fon, 'of his riches, honour, 


beauty, and all other defira- 
ble qualities in a Bridc- 


oroome. Oh then that God 


ne | would be pleaſed (havingap- 


5, 


pointed me an unworth 


G4 MeCt-- 


: | > 4 © 


DO ———— 
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meſſenger to this great digni- 
rieas to be his ſpokeſman)to 
make me an inſtrument of 
perſwading ſome poore,blind, 
and naked foules toaccept of 
Chriſt to be their husband, 
who is able to inrich them 
with what their ſoules 'can 
deſize, and now what argu- 
ments ſhall I uſe to perſwade 


p— —— 


and he 
"Mtv 
ven 1N 
worth 
SgnOUL 
EA 
Abrah 
it ml 


{ucce! 
| migh 


- ſuchto this Marriage? Abre- Iſaac 
—_ . , p 

hams ſervant going totakea 
wife for his Maſters ſonne 


cat 
finite 


Iſaac that he might perſivade | yin; 


Rebecca and: her friends the 
more forceably , the-one to 
goewith him, and the other 
ro part with her,hetells them 
that the Lord had bleſſed bis | 
Maſter Abraham greatly, Oc. 
and ſoby this, Argument ob- 
taines. his requeſt in perſwa- 
ding Zebeccatogaewirh bim, | ©- 
| and | 


| S 
| Abr, 
| bear 

| 
is t 


| and 


' Io 


LY 
- 
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and her friends to. part with 
her. Thegreat God of hea» 
en imploying mee his un- 
worthy ſervant to. intreate a 
Spoule for his ſonre, I'can 
ule the ſame arguments that. 
Abrahas ſervant did, I wiſh 
it might be with the ſame 
ſacceſle. My Maſter the Al- 


Je. | 
Qb- | 
va- | 
m, 
nd 


mighty God' of AVrahax, of 
Iſaac, and Tacob, is exceeding, 
great (his.greatneſſe being ir-. 
finiteneſſe) and he is ex cce-. 
ding rich, not onely-with 
Abraham in flockes and 
beardes, in ſilver and gold,the 
cattle upon a thouſand 
Mountaines being his, but he 


Pſal. 5 0.17» 


| is the pofſeſſour of heaven 


and earth it ſelte, the great 
Commander and Soveraigne 
Lord of the whole world,rich 
in himſelfe, unſpeakeable , 
G 5 Incom-- 
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(8) E'r #0 
3p@m7 un $vieTt 
$14 » 8 62518 
Epxcncig en 
Cahn yy, UX 


ALIIECLEE : 
#631 T5w> 0s 
7:1, Arif. 
Tithe. l. 9. Ce Bo 


incomprehenſible and incon. 
ceiveable glorious eminen- 
cies, and this God: hath one 
onely begottemfon, and unto 
him hath he'given all hjsri- 
ches, as'in the 2 Pſalne, 
andthe 8, verſe, Avke of me 
and Twill give thee the u'termoſ 
payts of the earth for thy poſſeſs 
fon, the ſonne of God infſtal- 
led into his Fathers inhet- 
rances offers himlſelfe to bee 
married to thy poore ſoule, 
whoſoever thou art,that wilt 
accept of him to bee th 

Bridegroome : Oh that thy 
ſoule with Rebecca would ac- 


--pt of this match without | 
'arther delay! The (5) Philos | 


{»phertells us that ſometimes 
a lover findes fau't that 


he loves above meaivre, and 
yet is not loved againe,yhere- 


Oo 


® 


OO — 


2s he 
that 15 
love. 


comp 
tom: 
yet | 
neith 
this f 
neſle 


there 
that 

there 
WOIT 
that 


| neſ 


= 
1d- | 
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2 he hath nothing in him 
that is amiable or worthy of 


love. Chriſt indeede may 


complaine that he offers love 


- | tomany a poore- foule, and. 


yet findes no love againe; 
neither can the ſoulealleadge. 
this for a reaſon of unkinde= 
neſſe-to-'Chrift againe, that 


| there is nothing in_ Chriſt 
; | that is lovely; for in Chriſt 


there is nothing - that 1s not 
worthy of the greateſt love 


| that can lodge in a mortall 


breaſt : what' lovely quality 
canthe ſoule deſire ih an hus« 
band, that are not in Chriſt>- 
Doth the ſoule-deſire riches> 
With me areriches, Prov. 8.18. 


| faith Wiſedome it- felfe. 


Doth ir defire Nobvity of 
Birth > God the. Father wit- 
nefles his ſonnes Nobility. 


Thou / 
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Thou art my Sonne, this day have 
F begotten ite, Pſal.2.7, Doth 
it deſire beauty >. Chriſt i fa 
ren than the Sojnes of men, ſal. 
45-2, Defires the ſoule pow- 
cr if an husband for prote- 
&ion? Al power ts given unto 
him of the Father, twelve Legi- 
ons of Angels:areat his com- 
mand, and - Legions of De- 
vills 
crouch unto him; -hence alſo 


by the Prophet was he called | 


wonderfull and Powerful, Eſay 
9.: 6. Deſires. the ſoule 


odnefle in an husband? | 
Chriſts lppes are fullof grace, | 
Pſal. 45.2. Heisa very foun- | 
tainz of, gopdneſſe, Deſires | 
it yet Viſedome?, Chriſt is | 
Wiſedome it, ſelfe, w1iſedome | 
of the Father, and madewiſe- | 
dome to every beleever 1 Cor.1,30. | 


Laſtly, 


were -confirained to 


the Lanibe. 


Laſtly, detires it glory inan 
busband? Chriſt ts the Kip 
of glory, Pſal. 2.4.8. 10. The 
Apoſtle remarkzable | ſets. 
downeall theſe 'amiably qua- 
lities toge her, He), 1. 2.3» 
God bath in theſe laſt dayes ſpo- 
hen unto 4 by his Sonne, behold 
his Nobility, whom te hath ap- 
pointed heire of all: things, be- 
hold his Riches, by mhomr alſo 
he made the world, behold his. 
Wiſedome, who being the 
brightneſſe of his Fathers glory, 
#nd expreſſeImage of his Perſon, 


theres his beauty and #j hol- 


| ding all things by the word of his 
| Power, whenhe haily bim{ſcl'e 


| 


| 


| ' purged our finnes, there 1s h1z. 


goodnefſe, ſate downe at the 


| rioht hand of the Majeſtie 0 


high, there is hisglary. More- 
over all theſe excellencies ars 
in 
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{c)Neceſſario 
eflicitur in Deo 
emnium rerum 
ineſſe perfeRi- 


ones, Eaſque 
perfeaifihmas 
perfeRtiſſiimo 
modo. Z an.de 
w4r%ra Des.l. 


2+ Co 7. 


in Chriſt, ſo they are in him 
ina more (*) eminent man- 


ner. Many excellencies may 


be in the creatures by partict. 
pation from God, bur they 
are not ſo in the creatures as 
in Chriſt : many excel]encies 
are ſprinkled up and downe 
in the Creatures, in an 


imperfe&t manner, as fome | 


creatures excell in bcau- 
ty,ſome in power, ſome in 
wiſedome, but all theſe and 
many more that are diverſe 
and oppoſite 
and vertues in the Creatures, 
are al in Chriſt in.a moſt per- 
fet and eminent manner: 
there is as the Apoſtle af- 
firrmes One manner. of glory in 
the Sunne, another of the Moone, 
another of the Starres, yet 


what glory the Moone hath 


Or 


perfections: | 


re, 
'et 
th | that (4) cannot fatisfic thy pier, Aug. »* 
or ot 


phe Lambe. 


or'the ftarres, they receive it 


147 | 


| forthe moſt part from the 


Sunne, and all their glory 
meetes in the Sunne in a-full 
manner : ſo it 15 wath the crea- 


ttres in heaven, 25 of Angels 


and Saints, another of crea-. 
tures under the heaven, yet 
what glory is found 1n theſe 


| creatures they have it from 


God, and Chriſt the Sonne 

of Righteouſneſle;and meetes 

in him as in 2 center of perfe- 

Rion, making one prrfect ex- ,,, 
cellencie and excellent per- ib Ecce nos 
fetion, And now O humane nis. Anima, in. 
ſoule, what is therz in the Tyr, anone'ns 
world in which thou canſt pu orepari 


finde theſe things that are to non porett, 


Anima ratio- * 


be found in Chriſt > why ———— : 
doſtthou then wed thy heatt fs, wrla te 

TY ſolo, & a nulls-- 
ro riches, honour, plicaſure, 219. & 2 mulls 


{ tle, Solilegq. & 3S |} 


* 


——_—_—— 
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Ce ) Quid per 
multa vagaris, 
komuncgio que- 
rendo, bona ant- 
mz tux & cor- 
poris tut ? Ama 


ſoule, and {lighteſt Chriſt in 
whom are trea(ures of. riches, 
ſupercceleſtiall honour, in« 
conceiveable pleaſures? Why 
doeſt thou give Chriſt tle 
loweſt place in thy hearr, that 
deſerves the higheſt > Why 
putteſt thou the creatute a- 
bovethe Creator, whoat the 
firſt gave thee daminion over 
the creature? VVhat. ſhall I 
ſay to perſwade thce to for- 
fkeall other lovers, to give 
entertainemeat , to . Chriſt, 
that he may efpoulc himſelfe 
tothy ſoulc? 1 cannor ſpeake 
more impreſſively than inthe 


unum bonum i, words of the (*) Father . Why 


quo ſunt omnia 
bona, & ſuficit: 
defidera fim- 
plex bonum, 
quod e{t vmne 
bonum & ſatis 
eſt. Aug, vel 
qui/guy eſt 43- 
Aw .l.de Spir. & 
eANSMas 


doeſt thou,O man, wander up 
and downe by many things, 
by ſeeking the,gond of thy 
ſoule and body 2 Love that 
one God. in. which are all 
g20d 
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efire that one good which is 
every good, and it iSenough. 
And now me thinkes I per. 
ceive ſome ſoule, with Agrip= 
pa, ol moft perſwaded to be a Chri- 
(ian, to accept of Chriſts of- 
fer, and willing ,to match 
with him, bur yer fcaring and 
ſecretly ſaying within ir ſelfe, 


| Tamaffaide that Jeſus Chri 


willnot match himſelfe;with 
me, who havenothing in mee 
that may move Chriſt tolove 
me, and I finde ſo much de- 
formity inmy ſouleby ſinne, 


ſo.much filthinefle in my ine. 


ward man, that Chriſt, Ifeare, 
will turne away his eyes from 
me,as an unfit obje& of his 
love- To this I anſiverewhat 
ſaw, God. in his people that 


all ; might ' move him to love 


od 


theme 
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good things, and ir ſufficeth : 


them. Ezek. 16. 5. 6.''They 
lay tumbling in the: blood, m 
their filthineſſe, and abominati. 
07s, and then m1 the time of Ine 
when God pittied them,and entred 
gnto covenant with them, and 
they became his owne. It is not 
with Chriftas witha man, in 
chooſing a Spouſe : man 
lookes after proportionand 
portion : but Chrift rc 

not the ſoule for any thing in 
it ſelfe, for he hath riches and 
beauty enough for himſelfe, 
and the ſoule his Spouſetoo: 
If the foule hath any riches or 
_ Tighteouſneſſe of its owne, 
Chriſt will not marry him 
ſelfeunto it,and therefore the 


Apoſtle affirmes that the !ſ- ; 


raelites going about to eſta- 
bliſh their owne righteouſ- 
neſſe, did not ſubmit them- 

| ſelves 
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ſelves to therighteouſnefle of 
God, which is the righteonſueſſe 


i. | of Chriſt layd hold on by faub, 


Rom. 10. 3. 4. As therefore 
Abraham fayd, Gen. 14. 23. 
unto the King of Sodom,thar he 
would not take from him ſo mnch 
4 athread, left the King of $0+ 
dom ſhould ſay, 1 have made A- 
broham rich: fo Chriſt, when 


' he Marries himſelfe to any 


ſoule, he will not have with tt 


- | the leaſtrighreouſneſſe of His | 


owne, leſt rhe ſoule ſhould 
boaſt of it ſelfe, or that it had 
any riches but what itgor by 
its Marriage with Chrift, 
Therefore inthar thou ſayeſ 
thou art poore, baſe, blinde, 
naked, miſerable, and wretch- 
ed, and if withall thou art 
truely ſenſible of this thy po- 


| verty, thy filthinefſe: and 


wretch- 


wretchedneſle, touches ali 
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ents b 


with a deepe apprehenſion of ld þ:1 


thine own unworthines to be 


joyncd in Manage to Chriſt, 


thou haft ſpoke a word ec 
thou wert aware, that may 
give thee comfort and hope, 
that thou art ſuch a one to 
whom Chriſt will eſpeuſe 


himſelfe : wert thou rich in 
thine owne conceite as the 
_ Church of Laodicea, (7)Chriſi 
would deſpiſe thce, but being 
vile inthine owne eyes hewill 


ſooner regard thce, who uſeth 


zo fill the hungry wah goud | 


things, and to ſend thexich emp; 


ty away 3 10 reſiſt the proug, but 


to give graceto thehumblethere 
1s nothing that winnes te: 


bum 
wells 
jet Wt 


2nd th 
1.48. 
fate 0) 
lent 1 

A'1 
ſkian 1 
the I 


unto 


ſpe& more from God, thay | gails 


for, the ſoule to:bee truely 


"Ma 


bu mbjſe. To bum will I looke, | not. 


even 
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ed allo vents bin chat is of a contrite 
{100 of wd bumble; ſpirit : 1 dwell tnx Taiah, 57-15, 
5 fO be ie bumble heart, though God 

Chik, wells in the higheſt heaveas, 

rd ee jetwithallin the loveſt heart, 

t may [and therefore ſaith ary: Luk, 

hope, 1.48. He had reſpe# to the low 

NC to [efateof bis hand-maide, Excel- 

Poute [lent is the expreſſion of Holy 

ch in (e) 442 tine ro this purpoſe, (,, att 
5 the |Godis high,(faith he)a Chris Deus, bumilis * 
>brift ſtian 15 lov, if he deſires that Si yulr ut alrus : 
ing |the high God ſhould come Rbiffn + 
will |neare him, let him be lowly. Penilis fie 


magnamyſteriag 


Meth | A grew: myſtery : brethren frarres, Deus ſu- 


god | (faith he) God is above all ; \*ternpe ao 
22; |thou lifteſt up thy ſelfand yet jumiias fe. - 
but | toucheſt him not, thoa ham- i.e er 
ere | bleſtthy ſelfe.and he deſcends 7/4 34: 

re- |unto thee : ſo then as Av:- 

lag | gaile ſpeech to D avid deſiring 

ly | Marriage of her, that ſhe was 

te, | notworthy to waſh the fecte 

en | of 


—— 
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cligendo 


cont. Inli. 


lo $e 6: 3 


(&) Nullum eli- 
git dignum (ed 


dignum. AKC. 


of Davids ſervants ; allaye 
' not Davids affection, neither 
hindred her preferment; nes 
ther will thy poverty (if thou 
beeſt truly ſenſible of it)hin. 
der thy eſpouſing to Chil, 
who, as the (#) Father notes, 
chooſeth noneworthyof him- 
ſelf,but by chooſing rhem me 


eficit 


*4- keth theworthy. To conclud 
this: it was a good policie in 


the Gibeonttes, loſhs 9.4, 5,6.| © 


that they might move 7oſhub 
to enter into covenant with 
them, they workt wittily, ta- 
king old fackes upon their 
Aſſes, and wine bottles old 
and rent, old ſhooes andgar- 
ments. It would be as good 
a policie for a Poore ſoulem 
moving Chriſt to enter into 
league and covenant with it, 
tocome unto Chriſt with an 
| abaſed 


|—_— 


= 


IT 


Ve 


deepe 


with 
| mel 
| digi 
[1.0 


. 
* 
. 
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layed abaſcd,, naked and ragged 
eithe |heart, rent 1n peeces with 
t; nei |decpe contrition, and ſenſe of 
f thay | Gods wrath, for this 1s the 
t)hin, [oſt ready way, for the foule 
Zhrig, [fo finde favour in the eyes of 
notes, Chriſt, whoſe order is firſt to 
fhim. | deje&, chen to ere and raiſc 
2 mz. | p,firſt to wound by the ſenſe 
nclud | of miſery, and then to heale 
ie x | bythe ſenſe of Mercy : firlt 
5,6, | tomake che ſoule apprehen- 
ſhag | five of its owne miſery and 
with | then to beſtow himſelfe upon 
| tz, | the ſoule to enrich it, 


heir | Butin the. ſecond place Objeft, 1. 


'olg | ſome poore ſoule may obje: 
gar- Iam content tobe married to 
20d | Chriſt, but loath Iamto part 
ein | with ſuch a ſinne that affords 
neo | Me ſo much honour, credit, 
it, | digaity,.andriches. 

29 | | -Tothis, I anſwere ; hethat 
ſed | - truely 


#56 
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traely accepts of Chriſt,muſ 
take himon his own tearmes, 
to be the Lord and-chiefe 
Commander of his ſoule,and 
the ſoule muſt give a bill of 
divorcementto .every finne, 


to give entertainiement+*to | 


Chriſt alone, whereas then 


the ſoule pretends a willing | 
nefle to accept of Chriſt, and | 
yet withall an unwillingneſle : 


to part with ſome darling 
ſinne, the reaſon is becauſethe 


ſoule conſults with fleſh'and | 


blood, with corrupt nature, 
that alwayes (as Ahab ſayd of 
Michaiah in ' another cafe) 
propheſiethevill to the ſouke, 
oppoſing it ſelfe againſt the 
eternali welfare thereof. Acs 


cept of me,ſaith Chriſt, tobe - 


the Bridegroome of thy 
ſoule, the ſoule askes counſel! 


of 


” —_— 


offici 


of fleſh and blood, whether it 
ſhould obey in accepting of 


Chriſt : refuſe ſaith fleſh and 
blood, wilt thou forlake thy 
former delights, thy D alilabs, 
nwhoſe lap thou haſt rooke 


 fomanya contentfull ſleepe; 


wilt thou forſake ſuch a way 
of gaine, which hath beene 


the maingenance of thy ſelfe 
, and family? Hereupon the 


foule reſolves upon a plaine 
deniall, or if not ſo, yet of 
2n accepting, but not on his 
owne termes, yet Chriſt in« 
deede ſhall be called the hus- 
band of the ſoule, but withall 
reſolves to retaine irs finnes 
fill, which in truth is 2qui- 
wlene to a plaine refufall , 


| would the ſoule then acce 


of Chriſt in his owne way.the 
teſt direRion that can be gi- 
Y H ver 


4% 


ven tO the {oule in ſucha caſe 

is; that it ſhould not conſult 

with fleſh andblood and cor- 

apt nature in this caſe, but to 

doeas Pal did, Gal. 1. 16. 

Who upon Gods call and 

the Revelation of his Sonne, 

in him immediately obeyed, 

and conſulted nit with fb and 

© 0%m zz blood. ' The (7) Philolopher 
«race i, tellsus, it isabſurd to conſult 


TEA, Teh Tx 


w1«is ov about things that mult bee 


p Suks A" ft, 


Zheter,l, 14:9. dOne of neceſlitic; now there 
is nothing of greater neceſſity 
than for the ſouleto acceptof 
Chriſt:doth Chrilt then offer 
himſelfeunto theegreſolve up- 
On an immediate embracing 
of his love. Doth hee bid 
thee forfake thy ſinnes for 

--- him, delay notthe bufinefſe, 
© +> conſultationanddelay inthis 
.caſe is dangerous, we muſt 


bg 
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| fight 
run 
'ty of 
and \ 
my 
| pO E.. 
offend 
not P 
 theva 
| pry | 
| Out al 
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inthe 
mo. WI 
phaſis 
not fat 
hop it 
cut 1t- 
thyſin 
right } 
- re 
ſinne | 


perem 
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aſe \fight againſt our affections, 

ſult fairh (4) Seneca, nOt by ſ{ubril- (4) contra af- 
cor- | ty of argument, butby force pO working fe 
and violence. Our Saviours F<* rrgnan- 
counſell 1s good tothis pur- 

and | poſe. If thy right eye cauſe thee tg M#* 5-29-30. 
Ine, | offend pull i8 ow: ($424, pull 1t ont, 

ved, not pick it out,as the Eagle of 

and | the val lies doth theeye of her 

her | prey by degrees, but pull it: 

ſult ; out altogether : ſo if thyrighe- 

bee | band cauſe thee to offend,cut it offg 1a. 5. 29. & 
1ere inthe originall it is £Xxorlov tu J'0e opened. 
fity |, which fignifies in the ems! 

rof | phaſis of the word, chop. vt off,;: 

fer | not ſaw it off by degrees, bur: 

up- | cbop.it off, that 1s ona ſudden, | 

cut.it.off on a ſudden, cut off 

bid |thyſins thatareas deare as thy 

for |right hand, Would the ſoule 

fle, 'then reſolve upon adivorce of 

his ſinne for Chriſt, and upon a 

uſt |peremptory will to roote out - 

ght | H 2 all 


The Marriage of 


all fine, let it lend no eare to 
Sathan, or corruptionto pers 
{wade and counſell the cons 
trary, but ona ſudden to ſet 
upon the worke, and to part 
with all ſinne, and thy worke 
might be done with lefler 
difficulty. It is with the ſoule 
in this buſineſſe of parting 
with ſinne for Chriſt, as it is 
with a boy tenderly bred,that 
goes to bath himſelfe in the 
River : whoif he enters itiat 
ſome” ſhallow' 'place, and 
wades deeper and deeper by 
degrees , hee ever and then 
ſhrinkes backe, and is reſol- 
ved togoe no further, being 
impatient of the coldneſle of 


the water,at the length out he 


goes apaine, and leapes into 
the water, and on a ſudden hee 
wets -his whole body, and 


then 


| ——_— _— 


; | ———— — 


then 


'ſoule 


ſolve: 


| [tO AC 
| to le: 


finne 


| toits 


with 
upon 


' fultv 
; and C 


ſhou 
natur 
ſouls 

ail 
Gal 
fiane 
dy © 
ly th 
Alm 


com 
ting 


| an 


| then he feeles no cold, A. 
T | toaccept of Chriſt, it begins 


" | toits corrupt nature to part. 


5 | uponthis it be 
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'foule in like manner re- 
ſolves toleave.its finnes,anrd : 


| to leave this ſinne and that 
| ſinne, ir findes this to be harſh 


with theſe beloved darling, 
J100es tO CON- 
ſult with its owne deceitfull. 

; and corrupt felfe, whether it. 
ſhould goe on. or no; corrupt 
nature drſſivads, uponthis the 
ſoulereturnes to its old ſinnes 
___ : the beſt way for the 
oule ſuddenly to part with all 
finne,even with the whole bc 
dy of ſinne,reſolving ſtedfaſt- 
ly throngh the power of an 
' Almighty God, . never to 
commit the leaſt fingne wit= 
tingly orwillingly any more, 
| and the. ſoule being. win- 

| H-3 ded - 


ded uptothis firme reſvluti- 
on and keeping it ſelfe ſo by 
the power of Gods ſpirit aſſ- 
ſting, the divorce of finne 


will not be ſogrievous;the vi- | 
ory lefle difficult; for when | 
the foule once hath parted: | 
with all finne to accept of | 
Chriſt, it ſhall finde that | 


ſweeteneſſe in one houre by 
Chriſts preſence, that a world 


of earthly and carnalldelights | ! 
cannot afford in many yeares, | 
Oh then let not the ſecret de-- 

light inany baſe and ſordid | 


Juſt keepe thee, O ſoule, from 
the right 

ſweeteſt Saviour; part with all 
thy-ſins inexcbange for this 
precious pearle, and I will 
aſſure thee this, that although 
the parting with thy ſinnes 
may ſeeme gricyous tothee 
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t enjoying of thy. 


for | 


hat 
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for th&' preſent, as the death 
of Abſalon was to David, yet 


25-he loſt but a rebellious. 


ſonne, ſodoſt thou loſe but a 


| treacherous enemie to:thy e- 


o 
k 
: 


ternall good:thereforeas God 


—T 


| fayd to Abraham concerning 331 12 5 
| theparting with Hagar an 


ET Ale A - gg A ene I nt 


her ſonne, Let or the thing bee 
grievous unto thee: no more let 
this parting with thy finnes 
trouble thee, for thou ſhalt 
ihſtead of carnall baſeand ſen- 
ſuall delight in the enjoying 


| of ſinne, have an inconcelve- 


able Celight in the enjoying 
of Ieſus Chriſt, the husband 
of thy ſoule,a ſippe ofwhich 
pleaſure tobe found in Chriſt 
will aſſivage the deſire of the 


deſt of carnall delights. For: 


233 Chriſt fairh concerning 


the new wine and the old, the ,,q,1..;; - 


H 4 CON 


v 
(4 
|} 

[2 
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_ contrary may be fayd ofthis 


new conditien of being Mar- 
ried to Chriſt, and the old of 
being in the ftateof nature. 
No man hating taſied the Old 


wine, (aith Chriſt, cares for the. 


a4 New, for the old us better than 
the New : ſono true Chriſtian 

that hath got into this new 
condition, defires the old a- 

92ine; none that hath taſted 

this new wine of pleaſure.and 

joy to be found in Chriſt, de- 

(1)TItud revera {1res to drink of the old wine 
Gm mofie Of fleſhly ard wotdiy de- 
crexcore cond- [rghts againe: heare the opi- 


pitur, cut com- 


parata omnis ryOn of (!) Bernard, that 1s 


alinndejucundi- 


rasmeroreſ, ONCly ITC JOY THAT 18 CONCC 
marumeth, ved of God, to which allo 
(m) pora me ther mirth being compared 


domine tor- A 
rene volupt2- 15 Ht ſorrow;all other ſiveete» 
eis c#leſtis, ut 


nil jam munda- nefſe, griefe and bitternefſe. 


norum libeat 


narz dulcedi- 
Bf. Aug. 


deguſtare vene- Aske holy\(®) Augwline ow 


OY the Lambe. | 


165 


Tie. /keis ofthe ſame opinion, for 
127. (bus he prayes unto God,Zord 
' of | giveme to avinke of the brooke of 
' | heavenly pleaſure, that I may ne» 
014 | Utr taſte any more of the poyſon- 
the. ſomeſweeteneſſeof worldly things: 
Aske David he is of the ſame 
minde, Oe day in thy Courts is 
better than a thouſand, Laſt of 
1. a,let Chriſt himſelfebewit- 
1cq | nefle, who affirmes that it was 


de. the Willof bis Father in heaven, 
 ſhewing thereby-that what 
eaſure and delight it 15to 
e hungry and thirſty, to be 
refreſhed with wholeſome 
food, the fame delight it was 
to him, and is toa!l his mem- 
red | ders, to walke in the wayes of 
te. | God, and in obcdienceto his 
>, | Commandements : enjoyin 
nd | Ufreby the veace' nf Confer 
he | H 5 ence 


his meate and drinke to doe 
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ence in aflurance of Gods 


love which is a continuall | 


feaſt, and now, O reſolute 
foule for Chriſt.,art thou cog- 
tent to accept of Chriſt for 
thy husband upon his owne 
termes, to be the ſole Com- 
mander of thy heart, art thou 
content tobe ſubje& to him 
inall his Commands;bethey 
in doing, or in ſuffering, | 
will be thy Prophet : Chriſt 
Jeſus will meete thee and 
embrace thee for his Spouſe, 
bee will  cloath and + 
dorne thee with the needle- 
worke of divers colours.,even 
with the . variety of graces, 
and when the Lord Jeſus, 
the endeared Bridegroome 
of thy ſoule, ſhall come at 
theLaſt Day, he will account 
of thee asa wiſe Virgin ha- 

I ving 


ying 
thy L 
| enter 

Chal 
Arm 
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ving the Oyle of Grace in 
thy Lampe, and thou ſhalc 
[enter into the Bridegroomes 
Chamber, there to reſt in his 

. | Armesand boſome unto all 
| Eternity, 


